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Amendment and Reduction 
1 OF THE 1 


Las of ENGLAND. 


HE Laws of Eyglard, particularly the 
7 Statute Laws, may be defin d to be a 
* Contract between the King and the 
4 People, laying an Obligation for the 
Performance of ſuch Things as are neceſſa 
r the Good of the Publick, and reſtraining 

Ich Actions as are deſtructive to Society. I 
. Wll them, a Contract between the King and the 
, GO W becauſe the Obligation is on both Sides, tho” | 
_ Maſt on the Part of the Ruling Power: Our 

ing is a Party in the Legiſlature ; and the 
Eommons in Parliament (our Repreſentatives) 
ot only propoſe, but agree to our Laws; ſo 
Tat they are, as it were, our own Act and 


* 


; 
: 


Deed, entered into with the King, who is to F 
| obſerve them on his Part, as well as his Subjects. 


Offences, they are, either in the Letter or Con- 


 falſifying of Money is not puniſhable by the 


Money that is lawful, are in Effect robb'd o 


prove that the Laws of England in general, tho! 


6 An Ellap on the 


And fo juſt are our Laws, that as to Capital ® 


ſequence, warranted by the Divine Inſtitutions. don 
This I can prove by ſeveral Examples: For od 
Inftance, to take away a Woman entitled to ud 
Lands, or that is Heir apparent, and marry 11 
or defile her, is by the Law of England an Of. few 
fence that is Capital: Now this, by the Laws of al 
God; is got particularly mentioned to be a Ca- * al 
pital Crime; and yet in Conſequence it is ſuch, that 
being nothing leis than manifeſt Theft (of the Rea 
Woman, her Subſtance, &c.) which by the Di . 

vine Ordinances is ſtrictly prohibited, The *I. 


Laws of God: But, as the Perſons who inno- 
cently receive the falſified Coin, at the Price of® 


what it falls ſhort of the intrinſick Value, this: 
Crime, in Conſequence, is alſo Theft. To ac HA 
knowledge a Judgment in the Name of another; 


who is not pnvy to it, is made Felony by Sta-W 


tute; and this in Conſequence comes within! 
God's Law, as by Crimes of this Kind you may 
be unjuſtly deprivd of your Eſtate and Fortune B. 

Many other Examples might be brought, te 


not in all Caſes expreſly comprehended in the! 
Laws of God, with reſpe& to Capital Offences $ 
are not contrary to them: But notwithſtanding ; 
this, I believe it muſt be confeſsd that ſom: Þ* 
of our Statutes, are in ſome Senſe defective 
or ſo far perverted, generally ſpeaking, by thoſ © 
who have the Practice and Exerciſe of them! 
that for an Eſſay op their Amendment ther # 

| x] | ſeem 


s. ems to need no Apology : And as to their Re- 
ital Auction, 1 may reaſonably expect the Concur- 
In- Hence of moft Perſons of Senſe in the King- 
ons, dom, not. intereſted in the Perplexity they In- 
For &oduce, as to Determinations in our Courts of 
to Judicature., = 3 

ry , I ſhall therefore venture to communicate my 
of. few Obſervations, the Reſult of ſome Study and 
g of Labour, and riſque their Reception; for be 
Ca. that as it will, I ſhall thus far ſtand juſtified, 
uch. that what I have mentioned is grounded upon 
the Reaſon, upon Morality, and Juſtice, and Equi- 
Di. and convincing that my Inclinations run 
The VÞ ith my Country's Good; and rather than not 
point out what I think is conducive to that End, 
would hazard the Diſpleaſure of the great Pro- 
eſſion to which I have been bred. 
* Happy is that Man, or that ſet of Men, who 
gan bring to Perfection what I Propoſe, eſpe- 
Tally as to the Reduction of our Laws. He, or 


e ey, would undoubtedly acquire, and deſerve 
Sta- immortal Reputation. But I do not aſpire after 
hin that Fame, which I am conſcious is not my Due : 
nay Though my Satisfaction would be exceedingly 
une Breat, if by any Performance of mine, I could 
„ te zive a Hint only to ſome Perſon of greater 


Benius and Abilities, whereby ſo commendable 
d uſeful a Work might be accompliſh'd, and 
 $anſ\{mitted to Poſterity. | | 

# This I preſume might be done without Offer- 
ing that Injury to the Profeſſion of the Law 
lome Perſons may inſinuate. And to keep the 
hof Reader no longer in Suſpence in an Introduc- 
tion, which may be thought ſuperfluous, I ſhall 
proceed to my Buſineſs in Hand: And firſt, The 
Ss. 3 * Amend- 


"FEY An Eſſay on the 
Amendment *. the Laws of England ; which 1 wall, qr 


Treat. of under the following Heads. = i 
The age of Perſons to ſerve in Pub- jo 
lick Employments. 


I Blalphemy ought to be ſeverely Puni⸗ bo 


I Chaſtity ſhould.in all.Caſes be p2otefted. | 1 
In Rapes there ought to be a Ollinc-F . 
WR of 11 ce W 
Sodomp, how közmerly puniſhed. 7 

Sacrilege to be puniſhed beyond Theft. 
Perjury, its Puniſhment wauld be ade- 4 

quate to the Crime. 1. 
Bubery, a great Dffence, and ought to 
be Capital. nt 

Earliament, Men. by whom fit to be E- Aut 

£ £0 rr "ns 

' Penal Laws, how far defetive.. 172 
Inkozmers ſhould. be Eſteemed, inſtead 

aok being Deſpiſed. . 
Juice ought. not to be delayed; noz Me 
| 8 Fees, ec. extraozdinary al 1 


i Mir 
Judgment, Jultice, ec. how Admini⸗ 15 
4 re * ; 

"Plaints, Trials, Juro2s. ac. ſhould not r 
be too much encouraged. r 
Pꝛodigals ought to be taken Notice of 1 
0 


: by. our Laws. | 

| HDusband and Cate have too great Pu. * 
ah Dlleges by Marriage. F 

| QUſury to be further Teſtrain 1 f 
| Impriſonment, fo2 what delign d. „ 
ENT, and ts Puniſhment, t. 


| 5 85 eie 


amen dient of the Law. 7 


Ihefe ate the Heads, or Fiery Subjects, 
[purpoſe to handle in the firſt Part of my E ay; 
herein 1 ſnaäll make it my Buſineſs to prove 
d $ the Reader oe Neceſſity of, and Reaſon, for the, 
Nrerations Antenne I propoſe ; defer- 
p What Tb to ſay, as to Regulating the Pro- 

Fox of the Law, to the End of * Work. 


hall} 


ub 
uni⸗ 9 
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Sf the Age of Perſons to ſerve in Pubs 
a. 7 lick Employments | 


; to 7 'Y the Civil iſtitutiops of the Fri eror 
Sj Juſtiri ian, it is ordained, that no Perfon 
@.ta11 be capable of any Office of Truſt, or 
blick Employment, before he 1 is arrived to 
the Age of 25 Years. 
ead This Oititiance is ſo excellent in its Nature, 
that amongſt other Occurrences, it brings to my 


noꝛ N lemory a Reflection 1 have often made, with 


L Fegard to our Laws on this Head, which deter- 
mine, that twenty one is the compleat Age 
ni-9 E Man, nqt only to diſpatch his own private 

Iffairs, bat” allo thoſe ty the Publick, how im- 
10t Frtant ſoever; which I take to be a Defect in 
br Laws: T here ought to be a Diſtindtion made 
ol to the Government and Oeconomy of a Man's 
Emily, and the Buſineſs of a Kingdom; be- 
t- Been which there is ſo great a Difference as not 
© admit of a Compariſon. 
As a Man's Strength of Bedy is encreaſi ing 
Tl he arrives to his Thirtieth or Fortieth Year, 
is his Mind and Underſtanding ; and till 

1 eres a full Maturity of Senſe and Diſcretion, 

fo I | A 4 | . 1 think 


I think no one ought to be admitted to a Poſt ogyin 
Importance. In my Opinion, no Perſon whathi# G 
ſoever ſhould fit in the Senate before the Age qe, 
Twenty five; nor be inſtituted in Epiſcopaſervi 
Dignity before the Age of Thirty five, (thougCpn 
Twenty one, and Thirty, are the Ages appoinc 
ted by Law) for notwithſtanding ſome Perſonas 
may be able, at the Ages of Twenty one, ang 
Thirty, to execute Offices of Truſt in Church 
and State; yet in general, the Knowledge and 
Wiſdom of Men cannot be ſuppos'd at thoſwyp 
Ages to be ſo ripe and perfect, as to render thenhei 
ol Ability to do their God, their King, an 
their Country that Service, which when further 
advancd in Years, may be expected from them. al 

For this Reaſon, I ſhould be very well pleas (la 
to have Twenty five the fix'd and determinateties 
Age for a Member of the Houſe of Common y 
to ſit in Parliament; and Thirty five at leaſtay h 
the Age of a Dignitary of the Church of ExgW n 


land. 


8 a ol „ 


Blaſphemy ought to be ſeverely puniſhed. fie 


FT HE only Puniſhment attendant on Blaſ Ka 
phemy, by the Canon Law, is a ſolemn Pe 
Penance, and by the Common Law, Fine and g 
Impriſonment: Theſe Puniſhments, the Courts . 
in this Kingdom have Power to inflict, and no K 
other. And a Statute made in the Reign of 
King William, enacts, that if any Perſon educa- 
ted in the Chriſtian Religion, ſhall by Writing, 
Speaking, Sc. be guilty of Blaſphemy, by de- 

2 i FO nying 


f Amendment ok the Law. 9 
oft qq ing any one of the Perſons in the Trinity to 
whath God; aſſerting that there are more Gods than 
ge oe, Oc. he ſhall be liable to a Diſability of 
copaſerving in any Office or Employment: And on 
1ougQpnviction of a ſecond Offence, be rendred in- 
poinegpable to proſecute any Action, to be Executor, 
rſongg Guardian to any Perſon, take any Legacy 
w Deed of Gift, and ſuffer Impriſonment for 

Bree Years. | 
The Puniſhments above, the only ones in Being 
wth us, are very much Inferior to this great and 
thenkeinous Offence ; which was ſo odious amongſt 
ante ancient Romans, that they have obſervd, 
2With a Concern becoming them, that for Crimes 
. of this Kind, the World has been viſited with . 
eas(Plagues, Peſtilence, and the moſt fatal Calami- 
nates. Wherefore, by the Civil Law, Blaſphe- 
non Ry, either by detracting from God that which 
leaſtay his Due, or by attributing to him that which 
Exg oor agreeable to his Nature, is puniſhed with 
Heath. 


38 agreeable to the Divine Law, in the Book of 

Leviticus ; though by Cuſtom, either a Pecuniary 
or Corporal Puniſhment has been ſometimes in- 
Jed, b&ed, and not Death: But I think this Offence, 
well by the Laws of England, as all other 
3laſBaws, ought, when committed in the higbeſt 
emn Degree. to be always adjudg'd capital, to deter 
and prophane and diſſolute People, from Affront- 
urts pg that Power to which all Things are Sub- 
no Net. 


LICA- 5 
15 ? p ſr | | 
_ 2 Chaſtity 


® ' "p. 
Ing A 
2B 

We. 
2 


8 22 


This Puniſhment, inflicted by the Civil Law. 


C mo y 
N — 
Th 4 


by the Canon Laws abroad, that if any Perſom 


An Effay on the 


. ul 


1 


| cht, bound in all Caſes be prot 


IN one of the Branches of the Civil Law wi 
read, that a bare Attempt on a Woman 
Chaſtity is liable to Puniſhment ; and this i 
highly requiſite in all civiliz d Kingdoms ang 
Countries. A lifting up of the Hand in Ange 
is taken to be an Aſſault in Law; and ſhoul% 
an Attempt on that Part of a Woman, whic w 


ought in a particular Manner to be protectefÞ F 


from Violence, not be puniſhable ?. By the Lag 
of God it is declared a Sin to luſt after a we 
man, even in Thought; and ſo much more is i - 
criminal, to attempt to prafiſe what ſucighſ 
Thoughts had vicioufly conceived. rt 
Indeed, our Laws infli a Puniſhment where 
open. Violence. i is committed on Women, as it iR. 
a Breach of the Peace: But. there are Attenptyhs 
of another Kind, that our Laws take no Nog 
tice of, ſuch as Preſents, Entertainments: Flay 
tery, Oc. generally more prevalent than Atgz 
tempts of Violence: And this is ſo far Pee 


deludes a Virgin, he ſhall be obliged either ta 9 
marry. her, or to make her Compenſation fog 

the Injury he is ſuppoſed to have done her. 
If Attempts on the Chaſtity of Women, of all 
Kinds, were. puniſhed by our Laws, it would 
certain; y be commendable; for a Woman's Con- i 
ſent may be oftentimes too eaſily work d up . 
favourable Opportunities, and the Frailty olg 
| Nature 


- | 


3 Amendment of the Law, 11 
ure: But the Man, who is preſumed to have 
—jgerior Underſtanding, ought to be reſtrained 
#® {ome Law of Severity, in all Caſes where 
ted. Welfare of Society, and particularly many 
Pilies, is nearly concerned. | 


wa 


— 4 3 3 4 * 1 


— — — Ai. 1 - — 


7 wil 
nan!“ 


is : | iis Bf 3 : | 
ang Rape, there ought to be a Diſtindtion 
nge ok Punichments. 

joule FIT” 3 | 


hic would not have the Reader imagine that I 
ecteWam here endeavouring to be an Advocate for 
Lawſre, (after I have'ſhewn my ſelf. an Enemy 

git. under the preceding Head) when I tell 
I that, by ſome of our ancient Writers, it is 
mn ſtrued an Abuſe in our Laws, that Rape is a 
Prtal Offence : Or at leaſt, that it extends to 


herghers than Virgins. | | 
it Rape, by the Civil Law, is relative to Vir- 


 byDiſtinEion of Puniſhments : For though both 
> unlawful, and great Violations, yet there 


£ 0 2 r 4 
Ire: are 


We. : An Clay on the 5 
are Degrees of Violation, which ought to be rg f 
garded. age b y 
If Rape of a married Woman, or Widow | 
at leaſt of a married Woman, were only py 
niſned with Fine and Impriſonment for the ff 
Offence, and the ſecond Offence made Felony 
I believe it would be thought by moſt Perſo x 
in the World, to be an equal Puniſhment wit) Y 
that of Death, in all Caſes inflicted for the Raygh,z 
of a Virgin. —— . 1 th 
And the Puniſhment of Rape, has undergon ig 
ſeveral Variations in the ſeveral Ages paſtz$ : 
In very ancient Times, it was puniſhed wit. 
Death; But afterwards it was look'd upon t 
a great Miſdemeanor only, and not Felony 
though dreadfully puniſhed, viz. with the Low 
ol Eyes, and lopping off the Members: Ang 
by the Stat. of V em. 1. it was reduced to Tre 
paſs, and puniſhed by a Fine, and two Yeah, 
Impriſonment. But by the Stat. of Veſim. 2. i 


was again made Felony, excluded of Clergy, ag 


* 


te 
E 


it is at this Day. 0 
ma — 4 — - — 3 — all | 
* 
Sodomy, how fo2merly puniſhed, 4 


ODOMY was originally eſteemed a mo a. 
deteſtable Offence than the Rape of a Moi, 
ther. And its Puniſhment was burying the 
_ Offenders alive, deep in the Earth, ſo that the 
Remembrance of ſuch horrid Criminals might * 
thereby be totally extinguiſh'd. It is a Crime 
committed againſt Nature, ſo very brutal, that 

| none 


Amendment of the Law. 13 


e but Brutes in Humane Shape can be guilty 
be it: And it ſtamps in the Countenances of 


Agents, a Look that is Infernal. 


72. 8 | | 
ido Me have ſome Inſtances in our Books, of * 
4  PYMSmen who have taken to their Embraces Mon- 


and Baboons, and by Copulation with theſe 
e had Iſſue by them; a hopeful Progeny ! ” 
I do not find in any of our Books, or other- 
e remember, many Examples of Puniſhments 
2?Wthis Crime; though at ſeveral Seaſons, with- 
theſe thirty Years paſt, it has been more in 
on in this Iſland, perhaps than at any Time 
paſtigpe the Deſtruction of Sodom: And this is the 
Wſon that this Head is mentioned, not ſo 
mach to propoſe an Amendment of our Laws, 
to enforce the Execution of them; for the 
aſe is the ſame, to have no Lays, as to have Laws, 
md not put them in Execution, N 
Whether the Privacy of this Crime, or the 
Puntenance it receives from Perſons of Figure, 
goſtly protects it, I ſhall not pretend to af- 
m: But certain I am, there is a Remiſſneſs 
In our Magiſtrates, in their Scrutinies and Sear- 
ches, which ought to extend to the Houſes of 
ill Fame throughout this great City for Sodo- 
mites, with the ſame Diligence as for Whores 
apd Libertines: It is frequent for our Juſtices 
i be inform'd of Aſſemblies of theſe deteſtable 
Feople, with no other Notice, than exclaiming 
ainſt the Vice of the Age, without uſing the 
Authority they are entruſted with, to _ f 
7 oi 


R 


1ght — c E e 2 — 


that EA Lady of Quality, that conceived by a Babeon. 
; ; 1 Co ke's Inſt. | | | 


. 


14 An Eſſay an the 


leſs vicious, as their Offices, and even the Pri | 1 


t 
\ 
ro! 
TE 


ciples of Nature require. 
This Crime, by the Civil Law is puniſhe 
with Death; and by the Laws of England it 
rendered Felony without Benefit of 7 kD BA 
many Offenders are ſcandalouſly Ba? of. by 
lay ing the IndiFment for an Attempt only, wher 
by they eſcape with Fine, W Sc. 


Satrilege. to be puniſh beyond Theft. © 


T HE Laws of Ergland, I think, do not pi 
niſh the Crime ot 42 * otherwiſe that 
as common Theft. This I muſt eſteem a Def 
in our Laws, if it be only for the following Reay 
fon, viz. That as all Offences againſt the Kin 
and the Community, are of a higher Nature that: 
thoſe againſt private Perſons; ſo undoubted ii 
ſhould the Crime of Sacrilege be adjudged mow 
heinous than any other Theft, it being nothin 
leſs than the robbing of God, or at leaſt of whaﬀor 
6 dedicated to his Service. 5 


with greater Severity than any —＋ W 1 
makes it a Capital Cffence; whereas Theft 1 or 
only puniſhd wth 0 HIPPIE, Stigmatizing, Re 
ſtitution, Cc. (for the Roman Law eſteem 
Death too great a Puniſhment of Theft) an for 
if the Laws of England made a Diſtinction, be 
tween the robbing of Churches and of Houſe: 3 
it would add to the Honour of our Temporal 1 
as well as Spiritual Governors. 1 


* 


amendment of the Lam. 13 


_—_ 


2 1f Conſecrating of Churches, or other Places, 
Et aſide for the Service of God, be of any Lie ; 
we have any Reſpect for the Religion we 
Fofeſs, or for any Rel'giop, the Crime of Sacri- 
e ſhould be puniſu d in an extraordinary Man- 
Fr. But I am not for an Invention of Puniſh- 
N ents that are new; though I think, that the 
Ix dgment for Treaſon ſhould be the uſual Penalty 
r Crimes of this Kind that are notorious. | 


* 


FY 
r a * . 


Perjurp, its Puniſhment ſhould be ade⸗ 
qauuate to the Crime. 


BDERIURT, by our Laws, only incurs a 
3 Puniſhment by Fine, Impriſonment, and 
in Pillory. The Statute of Queen Elizabeth En- 
s, That if any Perſon ſhall give falſe Teſti- 
pony in. a Court of Record, concerning Lands 
r Goods, he ſhall forfeit Twenty Pounds, fut- 
Fer ſix Months Impriſonment, and be diſabled 
Por the future to be a Witneſs; and if he hath 
hot ſufficient to diſcharge the Fine, he ſhall be 
tim et on the Pillory, &c. And if any Perſon ſhall 
: |Suborn an Evidence to give Teſtimony, he is to 
orfeit Forty Pounds; and (if he hath not 
Fherewith to ſatisfy the Forfeiture) he ſhall 
Pe impriſoned fix Months, and ſtand in the Pil- 
„ : ; 
his is the Law, as it now ſtands, as to Per- 
Jury; which I take leave to obſerve, is no Way 
Proportioned to a Crime, that in a long Series of 
Practice, has ruined perhaps Thouſands of Peo- 
ple in their Fortunes, and ſent many out of _ 
„ World, 


16 an Effay on the 


World, for Offences of which they were innocent. 
Some Inſtances of this Kind are within my own, 
Memory; and others are recorded in Obſerva. 


tions on Trials. 


An Oath being the only Tie and Security we 
have of our Lives and Eſtates, it would be 
moſt juſt and equitable, if this Crime of Perju- 
ry were more ſeverely puniſhed. Where a Man's! 


Life would be loſt by the Teſtimony of a falſe} 


Evidence, the Perſon guilty of it ſhould be pu- 


niſhed with Death : And if a Man that by Per: 


jury would deprive me of my Poſſeſſions, if he & 
were not detected, on his Detection, were puniſh- & 


ed with Confiſcation of his Eſtate, this would be } 


no more than the Merit of his Offence. 


'Tis owing to the ſlight Regard to the ſacredY ir 


Obligation of Oaths, that many flagrant Mifſ-© 
chiefs have attended Mankind: And tho' the 


Puniſhment already inflicted, may have been ro 


thought, in ſome Meaſure, adequate to common 
Offences of Perjury ; yet in my Opinion it ought? 
to be made Felony, where the Conſequences pro- 
ceeding from it are and may be ſo very injurious ® 


to Society. 


This is all I have to mention on this Head, & 


unleſs it be to infer, that the Words, to the beſt of BN 
_ the Knowledge, ought not to be allow'd in our! 
Oaths, (or only in extraordinary Caſes) but the In 


Truth ſhould be ſpoke both freely and abſolutely. F 


amendment of the Law. 1 


ä 
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Srivery a great Dffence, and ought to 


lan? HE Puniſhment of Bribery by our Law, 

| | is Fine and Impriſonment. By the Civil 
pu- aw it is Death, if the Bribe were received to 
Per. Nut an innocent Perſon to Death: And in Civil 
f he Gaſes, this Crime, by the ſame Law, is puniſh- 
ed with Baniſhment and Confiſcation of Eſtate. 
I hope there needs no Diſſertation in Favour 
a Law of this Kind, to be introduc'd in this 


cred Kingdom, when we have ſo lately, ſo very 
Mif. Extraordinarily ſuffered by Crimes of this Na- 
thefbre : A general Ruin has been near in its Ap- 
Veen Þroaches, which is always the Caſe when Natio- 
mon al Corruption is prevalent. | „ 
ght Juſtice need not be ſold, in a Country that has 
pro. My Pretences to common Honeſty. And by the 


Eaws abroad, Bribery is fo very obnoxious, that no 
Magiſtrate or Officer of the State is permitted to 
ead, Accept of a Preſent when his Office is determined: 
ft of And Preſents to their Wives, or to their Servants, 
our We upon all Occaſions conſtrued Preſents to them, 
the his Strictneſs, where the publick Tranquillity is 
ty, © Stake, is highly commendable, and worthy to 
Tt obſerved in the Kingdom of Great Britain. 


And whatever ſome Perſons may think, this 1 

Wll venture Prophetically to pronounce, That 

dee ſhall never be truly a Great and Flouriſhing 

ety ople, 'till Bribery, in all Caſes and all Perſons, is 
* Made a Capital Offence. I 


6 Parlia- 


Darliament Pen, by whom fit to be q 


Parliament. 3 


I ſee no Reaſon why an Ordinance of this Neha 
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H A T I have to obſerve under this Head 
VV is proportionably {ſhort to the Succeſs 
expect from it; and contains only this, that 
think 40 5. a Year is not, at this Tims, a ſutfici 
ent Qualification for an Elector of Members 


8 


My Reaſons to ſupport this Opinion, are th 4 
following: Firſt, I take it, that 40 5. a Yea 
when the ficſt Statute on this Head was paſs$ 


* 


(viz. the Reign of King Hen. 6.) was fully pe 
much as 10 l. a Year now; and that a preſen 
Freehold of 10 J. a Year, is but equal to 40 5s. N. 


| 


Year then, So that I would propoſe a Law tob& 2 
enacted, whereby 10 l. per Annum ſhould be de. F 


clared the Qualification of an Elector of Knightyy 
of the Shire. And as the Qualification of Fur o#p; 


has been enlarged from 4os. to 101. per Anmunghe 


ture ſhould not be ſubmitted to. up 

Tis a miſtaken Notion of Liberty the Popugg 
lace entertain, That every Perſon, though neg 
ver ſo mean, who is ſubject to the Governmentyg 
ought to have a Share in it, by voting in Ele 
tions of Members of Parliament. I could prog 
duce ſeveral great and undeniable Reaſons again 


them. If the Subſtantial and better Sort of Per i! 


ſont were to make our Elections only, it wou 
moſt certainly be better than Elections made bib 
the whole Body of the People; They are leſs un 


1 


g Amendment of the Law. 19 
ie to Corruption, as their Circumſtances are 
Sore conſiderable, and their Underſtandings pre- 
Famed to be greater, as their Educations have 
een ſuperior. | | 11 
But this Argument I would not puſh too far, 
Where ſo many will oppoſe me, though with lit- 
e Reaſon, rightly conſidered, 


4 2: « .- 1 a 2 8 


— 


Prnal Laws, how far Defettive. 


e th UR Penal Statutes are made for the Pre- 
Leal 55 vention of particular Miſchiefs which would 
paſs ſue to Society by Acts of Injuſtice. And the 
ly * Penalties inflicted are conſiderable, or otherwiſe, 
reſen ag theſe Miſchiefs, either more or leſs, have Ro- 
O5. Jation to the Publick. 

we have already many good Laws of this 
Kind in Being; but the Difficulties attending 
Kroſecutions upon them, makes them many 
1 mes prove of very little Service. I would 
ununggerefore recommend to our great Legiſlators, 
18 Nighat the particular Manner of all Proſecutions 
upon Penal Laws, ſhould be fully expreſsd in 
Every Statute ; that it ſhould be reduc'd to an 
Sſolute and unerring Certainty; and that no Im- 
perfection, how great ſoever, in the neceſſary 
d determinate Proceedings, ſhould give any 
"MW vantage to an Offender that is Guilty. 
game By this Means, the Juſtice deſigned by our 
Fes, would be effectually diſtributed, which is 
wou y very often impeded, and wholly fruſtrated: 
de bid I would likewiſe recommend a Penalty to be 
8 5 Micded on all Sorts of IN ſhould No 

9 3 1 


1 
7 5 
3 

1 


of any Offence, and not make a Diſcovery of it 
do a proper Magiſtrate. For the Concealing Of re 
fences of all Kinds, ſhould be puniſhed, as it male 
be ſaid, in ſome Meaſure, either to give a tacit | 


Conſent to them, or to be a criminal Negligencee i 
1 | | | On | te: 
5 Es OR. ec 


Jnfozmers ought to be Eſteem d, inſtean pr 
of being Delpis d. r 


HA Perſon who Complains againſt, ot 
1 Profecutes in a Court of Juſtice, Offender)! 
againſt the Law, is called an Intormer : A Na 0 


that of late has been term'd a Reproach. » 
Indeed, an Informer, who for Mercenary View— 
to ſatisfy Revenge, gratify a Faction, or fo 
any other Cauſe than the Publick Good, under 
takes to proſecute upon our Penal Statutes, ma 
be juſtly reproached for his Conduct: But ce. 
tainly a Man, who complains of an Offence, i 
order to its Puniſhment, merely for the Good of H 
Conntry, is not to be eſteemed infamous for th 
Office, which is no more than his Duty: And 
as I have already obſerved, it would be crimin® 
in him not to do it. | N 
This was the Office of Informers in Ages paly N 
and ſo far from being Diſgraceſul, that it wi 
highly Honourable: (For an Informer again 
Vice, bears the ſame Signification with a Refa? 
mer of Manners :) Their Numbers were thi 
ig | . 51g 
proportionably great; but in the preſent Time 
1 you ſhall find at leaſt that there are twenty Co 
= minals for one Informer: And the greateſt Offeo'®, 
Med 
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 Of@rs are naturally above the Off ce of Informing, 
may leſs it be only for the Safety of their Lives. 
tact Till Informers are countenanced and reſpect- 
-nce&d as they ought, our good and wholeſome Sta- 
twtes, muſt, many of them, remain wholly un- 
executed. And if the ancient Eſteem ſhewn to 
" Mheſe Sort of People, cannot be reſtored; in my 
_ Qbinion there ſhould be an Offce erected, with 
ealoper Adminiſtrators, whoſe only Buſineſs ſhould 
be to detect and inform againſt Criminals of all 
Denominations, from the higheſt to the loweſt , 
„ othiat every Crime, of every Kind, may impar- 
Ally meet with the Puniſhment that is due to it, 
d our Laws in general be no longer uſcleſg. 


eu — — —— 4 — 346 FR 
"deYtſtice not to be Delayed, no2 Offices, 
mx Fees, tc. ertraowinary allou d. 
74 7E have a Maxim in our Law. mentioned 


Y V by Plowden, Dilationes in Lege ſunt odioſe 5 
Anand by a Statute paſsd in the Reign cf Queen 
linsen, probable Matter is to be ſhewn and prove 
an Oath, before a Dilatory Plea ſhall be accepted. 
pal There are ſeveral other Statutes which prohibit 


„ lays in the Proſecution of Law Suits, though 


< 


„ne of them, as I know of, that are Effedual; 
either Evidence, is not ready, or ſome Excuſe 
Mother is eternally in the Way, whereby a poor 
meW'gent Client has oftentimes a Cauſe too long 
ending; and if he has at laſt the good Fortune 
recover, the Remedy is ſometimes worſe than 


7 


5 
2 
of 
* 
2 


cl . . 
10 > Diſeaſe. I know an Attorney (a Diſgrace to 
e Name) who oftentimes finds his Clients in 


22 An Eflay on the 
the Poſſeſſion of Eſtates, but he ſeldom lea ves 
them otherwiſe than in a Gal. Mice 
Theſe Diſcouragements in our Law, have ve 
made many Perſons ſit eaſy under Injuries, ra. 
ther than Hazard further Oppreſſions, occaſioned 
by ill Practiſers, tedious Delays, and exorbi 
tant Expences, in Fees, Offices, &c. the lai 
whereof, a very great Burden, if one Office, ge. 
nerally ſpeaking, may well diſpatch the Buſi: 
nefs tranſacted in three or four. 2... 
I ſhall not enlarge upon a Fact that is ſo ver; 'Þ 
well known: And Iam for a Reduction of Fees 'S 
as well as Offices, as the greateſt Means of doing 
Juſtice to many who labour under Injuries, with 
out injuring any one; for none can be ſaid to be 
in any Cale injured, when they are gratified fol 
their Trouble equal to their Merit, = 
And as to Delays, I would propoſe a Diſabi g 
lity to that Counſel for the future to Practice 
who ſhould preſume to offer a Dilatory Plea, un 
leſs. not only probable Matter, but Apparel 
Matter of the greateft Conſequence, be ſufficientl® 
5 Le and provd to the Court wherein Motion i 


3 
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Judgment. Juſtice, æc. how Adminiſtred. un 
HE Adminiſtration of Juſtice was origi 

1 nally in the Crown; and in former Times, Wc 
our Kings in Perfon rode through the Realm 
once in ſeven Years, to judge of and deter 
mine Crimes and Offences. Afterwards Juſtices be 
in Eyre were appointed ; and ſince Juſtices oh 
Aſſize and Gaol-Delivery* * By 


2 


; , * * — 2 n © * 
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a ve By the Judges of the Courts at Weſtminſter, qu- 
Nice has been long ſince adminiſtredz and they 
nave ſ ve Circuits appointed them, on which they 


ra. tend in the ſeveral Counties of England, to 


nec z ve Judgment as the Laws direct, and decide all 
' rbi Matters and Controverſies whatſoever. 
laſti Our Sages of the Law wiſely determine what 
brought before them; and in Crimes that are 
SuſWapital, a Plea is allowd in Arreſt of Judg- 
ent, the Foundation of which conſiſts of inany 
er) articulars; ſome whereof, are for Defect in Pro- 
'ces,@edings, where the, Teſtimony is falſe, a Wo- 
han is with Child, c. The firſt of theſe Cauſes 


pin 
1thWrocures a Reſpite of Execution for ſome Days, 


o be ind the latter for forty Weeks, if the Child be 
fol got born in the mean Time: Judgment is ta be 
Ray 'd 'till the Woman is delivered, that the in- 


abi gocent Child may not be a Sufferer with the 


tice guilty Mother. 


unW it has been judg'd by ſome Perſons, an Abuſe ; 


renter our Laws, that divers Puniſhments have been 
ently flicted for one and the fame Treſpaſs, viz. a 
n Porporal and Pecuniary . Puniſhment; and yet 


great deal may be offered in its Defence; As 


hat it is more favourable ſor àa Puniſnment to 
— e divided than to be entire; that a Man ſhould 
e ſentenced to Impriſonment for a Year, and 
d. % 521. Fine, rather than ſuffer two Tears 
IAmpriſonment, where the Offence requires it: 
Though I cannot but be of Opinion, That if a 


me * 


nd equitable Judgment. 


5 


be 


ice peration, Wiſdom, and Puider oe, ate abſolutely 
1 * p eſſary. A Judge, indeed, may ſometimes 
3 52 8 B 4 mitigate 
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Man were only Fined, or only Impriſdned, it 
ould, in general Eſteem, be the moſt regular 


ter In all Caſes of ſudgment, the: greateſt! Deli- 
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| 277 Trials. Jurozs. ct. thould nd 


Coſts if he is — 'd; and the Defendant fol F 


"terminations, and prevent many vexatious e 
malicious Proſecutions. Ire 


Advantages which are given by the Civil Law| 


maturely to conſider, in Criminal Caſes, that thi 


bring in a Verdict that is falſe, they are no bet 


18 Guilty, it 1s well known the Law has no: 


24 an Eſſay on the Ty 
mitigate his Sentence ; but it redounds to his Bl ”—_ 


pour, if heat firſt ſo vell cnſiden it, as not ee 
| admit of it. 


Th! 


e too much encouraged. 


[N my Opinion, no Plaint ſhould be receive 
in any Court of Record, without Wine 


immediately preſent to teſtify the Truth of iſh, 


And I could wiſh, that (as by the Civil Lav 


_ Parties contending were in all Caſes ere K 


ve mutual Security to each other; the Plain 
a, that he will proſecute his Suit, and pa 


his Continuance in Court till Sentence is pro 
nounced : And that the Plaintiff were to mal 


Oath he did not commence his Action out I] 


5 


Malice; and the Defendant, that he contends be 


cauſe he is perſuaded he has a good Cauſethe 
Theſe would very much facilitate Juſtice in Det 


But though we have not, in this Reſpect, eh 


yet we have the Benefit of our Trials by 
though our Gentlemen on Juries ought wel 


11 
Life of a Man. is always at Stake, and if they 


ko 


ter than Murderers, and as ſuchought to be treat 
ed; for unleſs they pronounce that the OffenderM Z 


voy 
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. <mendiment of the Law. 23 
s Hier to inflict a Puniſhment, or to execute Sen- 
e upon him. e 
his ſhould be thoroughly weighed and conſi- 
&ed, otherwiſe this glorious Freedom in our 

—— Ss, may grow to Tyranny. I am. therefore 
ing to hope, that our Jurors do thus far ac- 
Wt themſelves as they ought, as not to be too 
yard in giving their Verdicts, or be any Ways 
5d by others, where the Life of a Man, Who 

„ haps does not deſerve Death, may be taken 
elvegiay : And on the other Hand. that they never 
neſſeg Crimes that are apparent, eſpecially of Blood, 


ne 


pe unpuniſh'd. 
* * 
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Dodigals ought to be taken Notice ot by 
pro our Laws. = 


at RO PDIG ALS, in Foreign Countries, are 
3 def publickly and ſolemnly Proclaimed, that 

ney may be known to the People; their Con- 
Detzets and Obligations are null; their Acts are 

*Dpard to thoſe of Madmen, like whom they 
ze preſumed to act; and the neareſt Relation 
the Cuſtody of them, and Care of their E- 
hes. | 2 | 
Pith regard to this, it would be very happy 
many in this Kingdom, if Prodigals were 

le to the Iricapacities of Minors, and Guar- 
hes appointed over them: And if our Kings 
Me the general Guardians of Prodigals, as well 
f Ideots and Lunaticks, it would be a certain 
ans of Preſerving from Ruin the Eſtates of ma- 
Eancient Families. * 


E 


ra 
' o 

2 
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5 Oey un te 
But I would not have every Man reproach 
as a Prodigal, that reputably lives above his 
come. If this were permitted, we thou!d hail 
very few Families of Spirit without a Prodigal 
it: That Man only ſhould. be liable to this 
5 Denomination, who ſquanders aw 
1s Patrimony in a Manner unaccountab 
when he has no farther Supplies, or prob ah 
Means, for his Suhſiſtence in Life. | 
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Þusband and Mike have too great PM 
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"JN DER the Head of Marriage, I ſhall 

conſider two, Things: Firſt, That by tt 
Civil Law, a Woman is reſtrained from marin: 
ing with a ſecond Huſhand, till ſhe has Teen We: 
Year aſter her firſt Huſband's Death. Secondo 
If a Wife, having Children, is left Executr 2 
| oy her Huſband, and marries again, the Uſe ! 

t 


*. 
3 


49 
da 
4 


ſtate only, and not the Property, goes wy t 
the ſecond Huſband during Life, and afterwar ro 
the Right deſcends to the Children of the fun 
© es ET _ 
.. Theſe are ordain'd by the Civil Law, thonelM i 
not by: the Laws of England; and the. Reaſollil 
for them are theſe: In the firſt Caſe, commWo 
Decency requires, that a Woman ſhonld not lia 
too haſty for ſecond Marriage; and though ti 
Laws of England permit a Son that's, born lit: 
| ſecond Marriage, within nine Months after ti 
firſt Huſband's Deceaſe, to be Heir either - 
the fixſt or ſecond Huſband; yet this does a 

OT determi 


i, 


27 


amendment ok the Lew. 


achW:mine whoſe Sen he is, which would be cer- 
1s [ ly known, if the Woman were enjoin'd not 
haf afummate ſecond Marriage, il a certain 


e of Time were expired. 

| he ſecond Article I have mentioned, is fo 
y equitable, that if it were a Law in this 
gdom, we ſhould not have ſuch Nuinhers of 
bans in unhappy Circumſtances, with which 
abound, occaſion'd by the Marriages of Spend- ; 
Wits bs with forward Widows, 


> aver; Same Ee FN 54% 
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dn: to be further Prohibited. 
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PHE Scandalous practice of bung, onght fo | 
7 18 be an Abomination to eve oneſt Per- 
arr " : And common Intereſt of Money may ſome- 
en| ſes be a Grievance. 5 
ondWo favourable are the Laws of other Conntrles! | 


ut ba Intereſt has been only allowed of where 
ſe we & Debtor has made an Advantage of the Mo- 
ney that has been lent him, and that at leaſt in 
- portion to the Intereſt : It is in all Caſes 
Shibited to be made Part of the Principal; and 
Wereſt upon Intereſt is hardly any where known 
one in this Kingdom. 
aſoWr'o prey upon the Neceſſities of Mankind, is 
im orr'd and deteſted by the Laws abroad; which 
dt Main, That where Money is borrowed on the 
hl rity of a Pawn, the Pawn ſhall in no Caſe 
er eited on Non- payment of the Money, at 
Time agreed upon, but it is to be Sold by 
— Authority * the Magiſtrate. after Notice given 
na ſufficient Ti ime, to the Debtor to redeem it; 
mig; and | 


Fn. 


1 
1 


Man that is committed to Newgate, is not, . 4 


28 gn Effay on the. 
and then the Debt being diſcharg'd, 3 the $ N 
of the Magiſtrate, the Debtor ſhall be put | 8 
Poſſeſſion of the Overplus. 

I ſhould be'very well pleas'd to ſee this ma 


2 Part of the Law of England, with a Penaly bn 
annex d toit; that thoſe — 7 call'd Ms 
kers, might no longer be their own Judges, bt 


Lord it over their Debtors, and Feaſt on the (BE 
lamities of the Poor and Miſerable. 


_— 9 
- 0 


3mprifonment, fo2 what deſign d. 


8 a Man chat! is diſeaſed, is not fuffered | * 
1 remain amongſt thoſe that are ſound ; Jet 
Offenders againſt the Laws ought to be ſeparatg 
from the Publick by Impriſonment, that ti En 
Innocent may not be infected by their Crimq 4% x 
For this Cauſe were Gzols ng Priſons orig ginally 
ordaind. | 
But there is one Thing in our Laws, with 
reſpect to Impriſonment, that has been 10% | 
ago complain d of; and that is, when a Man 1 
accus'd of a Crime, he is Loaden with. Irons, al 
confin'd in a Dungeon (which oftentimes haf 
pens) before he is attainted of the Offenc 
This is ar Severity by no Means agreeable i 8 
cur Laws in general, which favour Liberty; 1 75 
notwithſtanding there muſt be ſome Evidence # 
the Foundation of .a Commitment, yet even 


his Trial, found Guilty of the Crime when 5 
with he 1s c ; 


Z Smenivinent of the Law. 2 

e would be a more proper Seaſon, after the 

Aris decided, when the Guilt is made certain, 

put he Offender to have Irons, and to be treat 

_ WMWminiouſly. And as to Perſons that are im- 

TÞn'd, in Civil Caſes, tho' the Habeas Corpus 

＋7 vas gloriouſly deſignd for the Liberty of 
Subject; by the extraordinary Expences re quir d . 

zes, Wbtain the Benefit of it, one ſhould imagine | 

Fas rather calculated for the Advantage of Offi- 

than the Relief of poor diſtreſſed Debtors. 

Me have alſo a further Grievance, relating to 

mpriſonment, that is infinitely worſe than what 

Poe mentioned, and which loudly calls up- 

he Government for Redreſs. Our Marſhalſea, 

ad ſeveral other Priſons in and about this City, 

refill'd with innumerable Priſoners, many where- 


in f' labour under Impriſonment for Years, for a 
© ; et only of a few Shillings : I have been well 


e erm d. That nothing is more common, than 


a poor wretched Man to be impriſon'd for 
ima pebt of Six Pence or a Shilling, and there 
nalſchin d for ſo ſmall a Triffe, in woful Circum- 

ces, and ſometimes Famiſh'd; which is the 
1% eſt Scandal to a Kingdom ſo famous for 
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> 
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Creaton, and its Puniſhment, ec. 


I REASON is a tranſcendent Crime, being 
vel . committed againſt the King, and the Se- 
» "effity of the Kingdom. It cannot be puniſh'd 
ner h too great Severity, as to the Authors of it: 
t I think, that the perpetual Forfeiture of 
= - Eſtate, 
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30 n Ellay on tze 
Eſtate, and Corruption of Blood, are Hardi 
upon a Man's Pofterity, who are oftentimes 
Reverſe to their criminous Parents. 
Our Laws indeed aſſign Reaſons for this 
niſhment, viz. That the Father's Infamy ſhow 
accompany them, and deter them from thi 
Crimes, to which they are preſumed to be 
clinable by Nature: But this Preſumption 1 
not always be ſufficient to warrant a Judgme 
which even in arbitrary Kingdoms 1s more 
vourable: In France and Holland, and ſome ot 
Countries, the Sons of Traitors are allotted 
conſiderable Portion of their Father's Patrimoy 
for their Maintenance; and they are fo far 
- garded as not to be rendred Infamous. = Ez 
I would here enlarge upon this Head, ai - 
make ſome Remarks on the Crime of Petit T 
fox; and particularly inſiſt, That this Cringlh 
ſhould extend to Murders perpretated by Ci £ 
| 
I 
{ 
c 


dren on their Parents, as well as to thoſe of SW 

vants on their Maſters. But ſome Perſons m | 
think Iam guilty of a Preſumption, as to wha 
| have already offer'd for the Amendment of off 
Laws; fo that I ſhall proceed to the ſecond P 
of my ESSAY, the Reduction of our Lauf 
and ſubmit the whole that I have ſaid, to .. 
Candid Judgment of my Superiors in Knowledęſ 
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FH | Laws of ENGLAND. | 
1 

2 Ian now proceeding to my Wren: Head pro 15 
Spos'd, viz. The Reduction of the Laws of Eng- 
mo 1. as Authority for which, I could In- 
hail ſtauce the Opinions of ſome of our greateſt - 
fers of Antiquity, And if in early Times, 
Pl 1 was a Neceſſity for a Reduction of our 
au s, much more may be ſaid for it at preſent: 

» tl have now ſeldom à Seſſions that does not fur- 


ede us with Statutes, (beſides thoſe that lay 
val Duties on the Subject) more voluminous 
1 6 2 the Ordinances of many Years 1 in the Times : 
Pur Forefathers. #1 Þ 
ur Adds of Parliament, like Deeds of Con 
o rrces, have had an Encreaſe ſurprizing to all 
9 Icderate Perſons, ſince this Encreaſe hag, chief 
1 promoted their Perplexity; and this Perplexi- 
has met with an Encouragement from thoſe 
y Gentlemen who ought to clear it op | 
7 
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32 NR + In Eſſay | on the #4 Y &4 : 
By the Behaviour of ſome Perſons, one mi: 
imagine that the Laws of this Kingdom uf 
in ſome Meaſure ſupported bythe ſame Ar tiff! 
as the Religion of Rome: Our Lawyers, WE ! 
the moſt Part, ſtudy to make the Learn 
of the Law unintelligible to all others n 
themſelves: The Romiſh Prieſts are equal 
 Indefatigable tv confound their Devotees in 
Knowledge of the Superſtitions they are tau 
% | 1 
The Law of England, is not, in it ſelf 
difficult for Perſons of common Underſta. 
ings, to attain a tolerable Knowledge of, as th 
People in general are made to apprehend : la 
us the Fe plexity, and the Multiplicity of Me 
Laws, that renders the Knowledge of them 
ficult. Wherefore, I ſhall endeavour to mi 
out, That their Perplexity and Multiplickaz 
may be very much avoided; and particula 
ſhew how, and in what Caſes, they may be 
avoided for the Good of the Publick. lr 
This Work, J am humbly of Opinion, is 08 
ly to be effected by Reducing the ſeveral long oe 
accumulated As, under every individual Head Wave 
one conciſe and accurate Statute. The Heads Wi 
deed are conſiderably numerous, ſo that 
Neceſſity the Acts muſt be numerous; tho 
the Number by this Means would be reduce 
a fourth Part of the preſent Number, and 
leaſt the ſame Proportion would follow as 
Quantity. IT I 0 
: " Magna Charta will juſtify me in this, when 
all the Laws of this Kingdom, of any Sigi 
eation, that were ſubſiſting at the Time * 
Charter was granted, are repeated _ 3 
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Fqamenmmert ak the law. 33 
mi ned in the Compaſs only of one of our Mo- 


\ „in Statutes. And to bring what I mention to 
tif plain Demonſtration, I ſhall inſert at Length 
s, WE three, great Laws concerning Frauds and Fer- 


arni8 


rs Iny I might have choſen) and conciſely reduce 
quam to one ſingle Act, which will evidently 
in Nu, that what I have propos d is practicable, 
taul ot eaſie to be perform'd, by Men eminent in 
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of We Stat. 13 Eliz. c. 5. againſt Fraudu- 
m lent Deeds, Alienations, &c. 


Us OR the avoiding and aboliſhing of feigned 


e r and fraudulent 1 1 
Ints, Alienations, Conveyances, Bonds, Sints, 
is ads ments: and Executions, as well of Lands 
es Wd Tenements , as of Goods and Chattels, 
a e commonly uſed and practiſed in theſe 
ads s than hath been heard of heretofore; 
hat ch Feoffments, Gifts, Grants, Alienations, 
ho vey ances, Bonds, Suits, Judgments and Exe- 
uc * Ons, have been, and are deviſed and con- 
and ed of Malice, Fraud, Covin and Colluſion, 
as Ihe End and Intent to delay, hinder or de- 
Wd Creditors and others of their juſt and 
hen ful Actions, | Suits, Debts, Accompts, Da- 


gun pes, Penalties, Forfeitures, Heriots, Mortu-—ͥ 


ries and Reliefs, not only to the Let or Hin- 
1 Mance of the due Courſe and Execution of 
To | Law 


le 4 
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Law and Juſtice, but alſo to the Ovetitiow! 
all true and plain Dealing and Bargaining i 
tween Man and Man, without which no Col 4 
monwealth or Civil Society can be manta 
or continued. 

Be it therefore Declared, Ordained and | 
| acted by the Authority of this preſent  Parſ 
ment, 'That all and every Feoftment, Gift, Graf 
Alienation, Bargain and Conveyance of Lar 
Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods and Chat 
or of any of them, or of any Leaſe, 1 
Common, or other Profit or Charge out of W 
ſame Lands, Tenements, 3 Ga 
and Chattels, or any of them, Writing 
otherwiſe, and all and every 851 Suit, Ju 
ment and Execution, at any Time had or m hf. . 
ſince the Beginning of the Queen's Majeſips. 
Reign that now is, or at any Time herea tere 
be had or made, to or for a 2 or ! Leaf 

poſe before declared and ex To 
ebert, deemed and 5 — (only as abu { 
that Perſon or Perſons, his or their H 
 Succeflors, Executors, Adminiſtrators 4 Be 
- figns, and every of them, whoſe Actions, 8 
Vebts, a Damages, Penalties, Fowl 
tures, 'Heriots; Mortuaries and Reliefs, by i; 1 
covenoiis or fraudulent Devices or Fracricef * 

aforeſaid, are, ſhall or might be in any i 
 Liſturbed, hindered, delayed, or defrauded) 
be clearl — and utterly void, - fruſtrate and dro 
none Effect, any  Pretence, Colour , 'feipf 
Conſideration, Expreſſing of Uſe, or any toll 
Matter or Ty to the err notwituf aff Ink 
| ing. Ip * 
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amendment the Kah „ 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
reſaid, That all and every the Parties to ſuch 
gned, covenous, or fraùdulent Feoffinent , 
a „Grant, Alienation, Bargain, Conveyance, 
nds, Suits, Judgments, Executions, and other 
Wings before expreſs'd, and being privy and 
owing of the ſame, or any of them, which at 
I Time after the 1oth Day of Fine next 
ning, ſhall wittingly and willingly put in 
F. Avow, Maintain, Juſtify or Defend the 
f, or any of them, as true, and done, had 
G 5 ade, Bona Fide, and upon good Conſidera- 
, or ſhall alien or a ign any the Lands, 


ing Pements, Goods, Leaſes, or other Things 
'm ; 5 dre mentioned, to him or them conveyed as 


ſaid, or any Part thereof, ſhall incur th : 
enalty and Forfeiture 'of one Year's Value of 
#ſaid Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
bes, Rents, Commons, or other Profits, of 
but of the ſame, and the whole Value- of 
ſaid Goods and Chattels, and alfo ſo much 
Mer ey as are or ſhall he contained in ſich co- 
Nous and feigned Bonds; the one 5 
h 


fre | 


87 ef d be 78 the Quests Majefty 
4 rs and Succeffors, and the other Moi 
Party or Parties grieved by ſuch feipned 
fraudulent Feoffment, Gift, Grant, Aliena- 
W, Bargain, Conveyance, Bonds, Suits, Judg 
ts, Executions, Leaſes, Rents, Commons, 
fits, Charges, and other Things aforeſai 
Ihe recovered in any of the. One's Courts 
oof ecord, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or 
ata mation, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection L 
Wager of Law ſhall be admitted for the De- 
Rant or Defendants: And alſo * thereof 
* E - 1 


36 an Eſſay-on the ; 
lawfully mia ſhall fufter tonrifonll 
for one half Year without Bail or Mainprize. 
Provided always, and be it further Enacted M 
the Authority atorefaid, That whereas ſeveWs 
common Recoveries of Lands, Tenements M 
Hereditaments, have heretofore been had, 
hereafter may be had againſt Tenants in 11 
or other A. of the Freehold, the Revert 
or Remainder, or the Right of Reverſion or 


mainder then being i in any other Perſon or - 
ſons, That every ſuch common Recovery herd 

fore had, and hereafter to be had of any Lal 
Tenements or Hereditaments, ſhall, as touch 4 0 
ſuch Perſon and Perſons, which then had * 
Remainder or Reverſion, or Right of Rem 
der or Reverſion, and againſt the Heirs of ev 
of them, ſtand, remain, and be of ſuch , 


Force and Effect, and of none other, as 

"Tame ſhould have been, if this Act had fff 

been made. 110 

' Provided always, and be it further Enad Y 

by the Authority aforeſaid, That this Act. * * 

any Thing therein contained, ſhall not ext# 5 

to make void any Eſtate or Conveyance, 0 | 
Reaſon whereof _ Perſon or Perſons [ſhall 

any Voucher in any Writ of Formedon 1 4? 1 
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4 depending, or hereafter to be depending; but ii 

ll all and every ſuch Vouchers in any Writ of if 

1 medon, ſball ſtand and be in full Force and 1 3 
1 feect, as if this Act had never been had or ma 1 
# p any Thing before in this Act contained to 

1 contrary notwithſtanding- I 
mW | th Provided alſo, and be it Enacted by the! nit It . 
5 if thority aforeſaid, That this Act, or any Thi 
1 | therein contained, ſhall not extend 10 3 
5 it | N 4 = ? 
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ze. Wte or Intereſt in Lands, Tenements, Here- 
ted ments, Leaſes, Rents, Commons, Profits, 
ſevWs or Chattels, had, made, conveyed or af- 
ts WM}, or hereafter to be had, made, conveyed or 
d, Wed, which Eſtate or Intereſt is, or ſhall be, 
n good Conſideration, and Bona Fide, law- 
ver conveyed or aſſured to any Perſon or Per- 
or or Bodies Politick or Corporate, not hav- 
or Hit the Time of ſuch Coveyance or Aſſurance 
herfem made, any Manner of Notice or Know- 
Lad of ſuch Covin, Fraud, or Colluſion, as is 
uch ſaid; any Thing before-mentioned to the 
d rary hereof notwithſtanding. 
em n | 5 


h 1 0 : din? | | 6 | 3 
Stat. 27 Eliz. c. 4. againſt Covenous 


as | 
1 aud Fraudulent Con veyances. 
4 MORASMUCH as not only the Queen's 
eri moſt excellent Majeſty, but alſo divers of 
> Ef Highneſs's good and loving Subjects, and 


11] hes Politick and Corporate, after the Con- 

Inces obtained or. to be obtained, and Pur- 
ut Nes made or to be made, of Lands, Tene- 
ts, Leaſes, Eſtates, and Fiereditaments, for 
ey or other good Conſiderations, may have, 
1G Ir and receive great Loſs and Prejudice by 
Won of fraudulent and covenous Convey- 
Wes, Eſtates, Gifts, Grants, Charges, and Li- 
e tions of Uſes heretofore made, or hereafter 
Tue made, of, in, or out of Lands, Tenements 
"" WF Hereditaments fo purchaſed ; which ſaid 
- 8s, Grants, Charges, Eſtates, Uſes and Con- 

"'F | os Vveyanccs 
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28 An Eſſapon the 
veyances were, or hereafter ſhall be meant an 
intended by the Parties that ſo make the ſame 
to be fraudulent and covenous, of Purpo 
and to the Intent to deceive ſuch as have pu 
chaſed, or ſnall purchaſe the ſame; or elſe b 
* the ſecret Intent of the Parties, the ſame to b 
to their own proper Uſe, and at their free Dil 
paſition, coloured nevertheleſs by a feigneſ 
Countenance and ſhew of Words and Senten 
ces, as though the ſame were made Bona fide, fol 
good Cauſes, and upon juſt and lawful Conf 
derations. anmotd wad yo. 

For Remedy of which Inconveniencies, an 
for avoiding ſuch fraudulent, feigned and cl 
venous Conveyances, Gifts, Grants, Charge 
Uſes and Eſtates, and for the Maintenance q 
upright and juſt Dealing in the Purchaſing « 
Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments: Be i 
Ordained and Enacted by the Authority of th 
_ preſent Parliament, that all and every Co 
veyance, Grant, Charge, Leaſe, Eſtate, Incun 
brance, and Limitation of Uſe or Uſes, of, u 
or out of any Lands, Tenements, or other Hq 
reditaments whatſoever, had or made at ani 
Time heretofore ſince the Beginning of thi 
Queen's Majeſty's 1 that now is, or at 4 
ny Time hereafter to be had or made, for t! 
Intent and of Purpoſe to defraud and decein 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Co 
porate, as have purchaſed, or ſhall afterward 
purchaſe in Fee. Simple, Fee-Tail, for Lik 
Lives or Years, the ſame Lands, Tenements 
and Hereditainents, or any Part or Parcel ther 
of, ſo formerly Conveyed, Granted, Leaſed 
Charged, Incumbred or Limited in Uſe, or . 


defrau 


Amendment of the Law. 39 
fraud and deceive ſuch as have purchafed 
ſhall purchaſe any Rent, Profit or Commo- 
ity in or out of the ſame, or any Part thereof, 
all be deemed and taken only as againſt that 
erſon and Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corpo- 
"Wte, his and their Heirs, Succeſſors, Execntors, 
dminiſtrators and Aſſigns, and againſt all 
nd every other Perſon and Perſons lawfull7ß 
Maving or claiming by, from or under them, or 
ny of them, which have purchaſed, - or ſhall 
Wereafter ſo purchafe, for Money or other good 
onſideration, the fame Lands, Tenements or 
eceditaments, or any Part or Parcel thereof, 
r any Rent, Profit or Commodity in or out of 
"She ſame, to be utterly void, fruſtrate and of 
one Effect, any Pretence, Colour, feigned Con- 
deration, or Expreiſing of any Uſe or Uſes to 
e Contrary notwithſtanding. 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
ſoreſaid, that all and every the Parties to ſuch 
signed, covenous and fraudulent Gifts, Grants, 
aſes, Charges or Conveyances before expreſſed, 
Fr being privy to or knowing of the ſame, or 
ny of them, which after the 20th Day of April 
ert coming ſhall wittingly and willingly put 
n Uſe, avow, maintain, juſtify or Defend the 
ame, or any of them, as true, and done, 
ad or made, bona fide, or upon good Conſidera- 
ion, to the Diſturbance or Hindrance of the ſaid 
arWPurchaſer or Purchaſers, Leſſees or Grantees, or 
f or to the Diſturbance or Hindrance of their 
-nyHeirs and Succeſſors, Executors, Adminiſtrators 
or Aſſigns, or ſuch as have or ſhall lawfully 
leg Claim any Thing by, from, or under them, or 
any of them, ſhall incur the Penalty and For- 
Ld | 64 — * ma 


wwe of SR 


+ 
bi p 
[2] \ 
1 
1 
3 
* 
11 
14 


* 


n 
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feiture of one Year's Value of the ſaid Landh@nts 
Tenements and Hereditaments ſo purchaſed affgon 
charged, the one Moiety whereof to the QueenW;mi 
Majeſty, her Heirs and Succeſſors, and the ot 
Moiety to the Party or Parties grieved by ſuc 
feigned and fraudulent Gift, Grant, Leaſe, Co 
veyance, Incumbrance, or Limitation of Uſ 
to be recovered in any of the Queen's Courts d 
Record, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or In 
formation, wherein no Eſſoin, Protection, o 
Wager of Law ſhall be admitted for the Defer 
dant or Detendants; and alſo being thereof law 
fully convicted, ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment ta 
one half Year, without Bail or Mainprize. 
Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Au 
thority aforeſaid, that this Act, or any Thing 
therein contained, ſhall not extend or be con 
ſtrued to impeach, defeat, make void or frul: 
trate any Conveyance, Aſſigninent, Aſſurance, 
Grant, Charge, Leaſe, Eſtate, Intereſt or Li 
mitation of Uſe or Uſes, of, in, to, or out ol 
any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments here 
tofore at any Time had or made, or hereafte 
to be had or made, upon or for good Conſide 
ration, and bona fide, to any Perſon or Perſons, 
Bodies Politick or Corporate, any Thing before 
mentioned to the contrary hereof notwithſtand 

ings —- Ro | | 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that if any Perſon or Perſons have 
heretofore, ſince the Beginning of the Queen's 
Majeſty's Reign that now is made, or hereafter 
Mall make any Conveyance, Gift, Grant, De- 
miſe, Charge, Limitation of Uſe or Uſes, ot 
Aſſurance of, in, or out of any Lands, Tens: 
| Ds ments 


do bargain, ſell, demiſe, grant, convey or 


bſion, Article or Condition of Revocation, De- 


rmination or Alteration, at his or their Will 
Pleaſure , of ſuch Conveyance, Aſſurance, 
Prants, Limitations of Uſes or Eſtates, of, in, 
out of the ſaid Lands, Tenements, or Here- 
Wtaments, or of, in, or ont of any Part or Parcel 


them, contained or mentioned in any Wri- 
ng, Deed or Indenture of ſuch Aſſurance, Con- 


2yance, Grant or Gift; and after ſuch Con- 
eyance, Gift, Grant, Deniſe, Charge Limita- 


on of Uſes, or Aſſurance ſo made or had, ſhall 


arge the ſame Lands, Tenements, or Heredi- 


ments, or any Part or Parcel thereof, to any 


erſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick and Corporate, 


br Money, or other good Conſideration paid or 
Wiven (the ſaid firſt Conveyance, Aſſurance, Gift, 


rant, Demiſe, Charge or Limitation, not by 


Wim or them revoked, made void or altered, ac- 


prding to the Power and Authority reſerved 


mto him or them, in and by the ſaid ſecret 
onveyance, Aſſurance, Gift or Grant) that then 
he ſaid former Conveyance, Aſſurance, Gift, 
Demiſe And Grant, as touching the ſaid Lands; 
enements and Hereditaments, ſo after bargain- 


d, fold, conveyed, demiſed or charged, a- 


gainſt the ſaid Bargainees, Vendees, Leſſees, Gran- 


tees, and every of them, their Heirs, Succeſſors, 
xecutors and Aſſigns, and againſt all and every 
Perſon and Perſons, which have, ſhall, or may 


awfully claim any Thing by, from, or under 
hem, or any of them, ſhall be deemed, taken, 


and judged to be void, fruſtrate, and of none 


Effect, by Force and Virtue of this preſent Ack. 
1 Provided 


Amendment of the Law. 4t 


ents or Hereditaments, with any Clauſe, Pro- 


- 
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1 48: n Effay: on the 
Provided nevertheleſs, that no lawful Mort 
gage made, or to be made, bona fide, and with 
out Fraud or Covin, upon good Conſideration, 
ſhall be impeached or impaired by Force of this 
Act, but ſhall ſtand in the like Force and Effect, ¶ he 
as the ſame. ſhould. have done, if this Act had 
never been had or made, any Thing in this 
Act to the contrary in any wiſe - notwith- 
ſtanding. 4 ll 2 | 
Provided alſo, that this Act, or any Thing 
therein contained, ſhall not extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to make good any Purchaſe, Grant, 
Leaſe, Charge or Profit, of, in, or out of any 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, heretofore 
made void, defeated, or undone, by reaſon of the 
any former Conveyance, Grant, or Aſſurance, ple. 
fo. as the Party or Parties, or their Heirs or 
Aſſigns, which have ſo defeated or made void i 
the ſame, were in actual Poſſeſſion the firſt} 
Day of this preſent Parliament, of; or in the 
ſaid Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, 
whereof; or aut of which any ſuch. Purchaſe, 
Grant, Leaſe, Charge or Profit was made. 


The reſt of this Act relates to Statutes-Mer:- 
chant, Cc. which are requir'd to be entered 
by. the Clerk of the Recognizances; or to be 
void, as againſt Purchaſers. of the Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments, liable to the Statute, 
for Money, or other good Conſideration, &c. 
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he Statute 29 Car. 2. c. 3. for Pre- | 
vention of Frauds and Perjuries. 


OR prevention of many fraudulent Practi - 
ces, which are commonly endeavoured to 
de upheld by Perjury and Subornation of Per- 
ury, Be it Enacted by the King's moſt Excel- 
ent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Con- 
ent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
he Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſem- 


ce, bled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That 
or From and after the 24th Day of June, which 
did hall be in the Year of our Lord, 1677, All 


zaſes, Eſtates, Intereſts of Freehold, or Terms 
df Years, or any uncertain Intereſt of, in, or 
put of any Meſſuages, Manors, Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments, made or created by 
Livery and Seiſin only, or by Parol, and not 
ut in Writing, and ſigned by the Parties ſo ma- 
ring or creating the ſame, or their Agents, 
thereunto lawfully authorized by Writing, ſhall 
be have the Force and Effect of Leaſes, or Eſtates, 
e- Mat Will only, and ſhall not, either in Law or 
te, MEquity, be deemed or taken to have any other 
or greater Force or Effect; any Conſideration 
for making any ſuch Parol-Leaſes or Eſtates, or 
any former Law or Uſage to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 
Except nevertheleſs all Leaſes not exceeding 
e the Term of three Years from the making 
thereof, whereupon the Rent reſerved to the 
„ Landlord, 


44 An Eſlay on the 1 
Landlo:4, during ſuch Term, ſhall amount un- I for 
to two third Parts, at the leaſt, of the full im. N a) 
proved Value of the Thing demiſed. 
* And moreover, that no Leaſes, Eſtates, or 
Intereſts, either of Freehold, or Terms of 
| Years, or any uncertain Intereſt, not being 
Copyhold, or Cuſtomary Intereſt, of, in, to, 
or; out of any Meſſuages, Manors, Lands, Te. 
nements, or Hereditaments, ſhall at any Time 
after the ſaid 24th Day of Fane, be afligned, 
granted or ſurrendred, unleſs it be by Deed or 
Note in Writing, ſigned by the Party ſo aſ. 
ſigning, granting or ſurrendring the ſame, or 
their Agents thereunto lawfully Authorized by 
Writing, or by Act and Operation of Law. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that from and after the ſaid 24th 
Day of Fane, no Action ſhall be brought 
whereby to charge any Executor or Admini- 
ſtrator upon any ſpecial Promiſe, to anſwer Da- 
mages out of his own Eſtate; or whereby to 
charge the Defendant upon any ſpecial Promile | 
to anſwer for the Debt, Default or Miſcarriages 
of another Perſon; or to charge any Perſon 
upon any Agreement made npon Conſideration 
of Marriage; or upon any Contract or Sale of | 
Lands, 'Tenements, or Hereditaments, or any 
Intereſt in or concerning them; or upon any 
Agreement that is not to be perform'd within 
the Space of one Year from the making there. 
of, unieſs the Agreement upon which ſuch fort 
Action ſhall be brought, or ſome Memorandum Wa 
or Note thereof ſhall be in writing, and ſigned 
by the Party to be charged therewith. -or ſome 
other Perſon therennio by him lawfully Au- 

thorized. 718 „ Trois 

And 
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And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
ul-Sforeſaid, that from and after the ſaid 24th 
im. Day of June, all Deviſes and Bequeſts' of any x 
ands, or Tenements;. deviſable either. by Force 
pf the Statute of Wills, or by this Statute, or 
by. Force of the Cuſtom of Kent, or the Cuſtom 
pf any Borough, or any other particular Cu- 
om, ſhall be in Writing, and ſigned by the 
'Warty ſo deviſing the ſame, or by ſome other 


meWerſon- in his Preſence, and by his expreſs Di- 
ec Wections, and ſhall be atteſted and ſubſcribed 


n the Preſence of the ſaid Deviſor, by three 
r four credible Witneſſes, or elſe they ſhall 
be utterly void, and cf none Effect. 


And moreover , no Deviſe in Writing, of 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, or any 


ty Clauſe thereof, ſhall at any Time after the ſaid 
th Math Day of June, be revocable, otherwiſe than 
ty ſome other Will, or Codicil in Writing, or o- 
ur ther Writing declaring the ſame, or by burning, 
a-WCancelling, tearing or obliterating the ſame 
to ſpy the Teſtator himſelf, or in his Preſence, and 
Ile | dy his Directions and Conſent; But all Deviſes 
© Wand Eequeſts of Lands and Tenements, ſhall re- 
_ main and continue in Force until the ſame be 


Wburnt, cancelled, torn or obliterated by the 
eſtator, or by his Directions, in Manner afore- 
ſaid ; or unleſs the ſame be altered by ſome 
other Will or Codicil in Writing, or other Wri- 
ting of the Deviſor, ſigned in the Preſence of 
three or four Witneſſes declaring the ſame; any 
former Law or Uſage to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 19" 
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- Arid be it further Enacted by the „8 ot 
aſoreſaid, that from and after the ſaid 24th Da * 
of Fune, all Declarations or Creations of Truff 
or Confidences of any Lands, Tenements, « hey 
Hereditaments, ſhall be manifeſted and prove 
by ſome Writing ſigned by the Party who is b 
Le enabled to declare ſuch Truft, or by 
laſt Will in Writing, or elſe they ſhall be utter 
ly void and of none Effect. 

” Provided always, that where any Conve) 
mall be made of any Lands or Tenernent 
by which a Truſt or Confidence ſhall or ma 
ariſe or reſult by Implication or Conſtruction d 
Law, or be transferred or extinguiſhed by aj 
Act or Operation of Law; then and in ever 
ſach Caſe; ſuch Truſt or Confidence ſhall be « 
the like Force and Effect as the ſame would hav 
been if this Statute had not been made: Anf 
Thing herein before contained to the contr: 
notwithſtanding. T 

And be it farther enacted, that all Grants and mn 
Aſſignments of any Truſt or Confidence ſhall 
likewiſe be in Writing, ſigned by the Party 
granting or aſſigning the ſame, or by ſuch lai 
Will or Deviſe, or elſe ſhall likewiſe be utterly | 
void and of none Effect. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authoriy 
aforeſaid, that from and after the ſaid 24th Day 
of Inne, no Contract for the Sale of any Goods 
Wares and Merchandizes, for the price of Ten 
Pounds Sterling, or upwards, ſhall be allowed 
to be good, except the Buyer ſhall accept of part 
of the Goods ſo fold, and actually receive the 
ſame, or give ſomething i in Earneſt to bind the 
Bargain, or in Part of Payment, or that ſome 

Note 


2 
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ori Note or Memorandum in Writing of the ſaid 
Di Nargain be made and ſigned by - Parties to 
"(le charged by ſuch Contract, or n A, 
8. 0 hereunto lawfully authorized. 
ovll And for Prevention of trandulent Pradtices, | 
is hn ſetting up Nuncupative Wills, which have | 
4 deen the Occaſion of much Perj Jury, Be it En- 
tte&ted by the Authority aforeſaid, that from and 
ifter- the aforeſaid 24th Day of June, no Nun- 
2 Will ſhall be 8500, where the Eſtate 
hereby bequeathed ſhall exceed: the Value of 
Thirty Pounds, that is not provd by the Oaths 
f three Witneſſes (at the leaſt) but were pre- 
ent at the making thereof; nor unleſs it be 
proved that the Teſtator, at 'the Time of pro- 
Bouncing the ſame, did bid the Perſons preſent, 
r ſome of them, bear W itneſs, that ſuch was 
is Will, or to that Effect: Nor unleſs: ſuch 
Nuncupative Will were made in the Time of 
_ "the laſt Sickneſs of the Deceas'd, and in the 
Houſe of his or their Habitation- or Dwelling, 
or where he or ſhe had been Reſident for the 
Ppace of Ten Days, or more, next "before the 
b — of ſuch Will; except where ſuch Per- 
Won was ſurprizd or taken ſi ck, being from his 
own Home, .and die before he returned 57 the 
place of his or her Dwelling. 
And be it further Enacted, That Alber Six 
xd; Months paſſed, after the ſpeaking of the pre- 
Fen tended Teſtamentary Words, no Teſtimony ſhall 
ved be received to prove any Will Nuncupative, ex- 
art cept the ſaid Teſtimony, or the Subſtance there- 
the of, were committed to Writing within fix Days 
he after the ee of the ſaid Will. 


mm = | And 
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And be it further Enacted, That no Will | 
Writing, concerning any Goods or Chattels, 
perſonal Eſtate, ſhall be repealed, nor ſhal 
any Clauſe, Deviſe or Bequeſt therein, be 
tered or changed by any Words, or Will b 
Word of Mouth only, except the ſame be j 
the Life of the Teſtator committed to Writing 
- and after the Writing thereof, read unto t 
Teftdtor, and allowed by him, and proved t 
be ſo done by three Witneſſes at the leaſt. 
Provided always, that notwithſtanding th 
| AR, any Soldier, being in actual Military 8e 
vice, or any Maginer or Seaman being at 8 
may diſpoſe of hs Moveables, Wages, and P 
_ ſonal Eſtate, as hq or they right have done l 
fore the making this Act. 


The Remainder of this State Concer 
Lands held in Truſt, which are declared Aſſt 
in the Hands of Heirs, &c. The Day of ſip 
ing Judgments, is to be entered on the, Mar 
.of the Roll; and ſuch Judgments, as againlli 
- Purchaſers for valuable Conſideration, of Lank 
charged thereby, ſhall be Judgments ". Toi 

the Time they ſhall be ſo ſigned. 


The preceding Statutes R E D U C E D t 
One ACT. 


amendment of the Law. as 


8 — 1 — 


— 


„ 44 pꝛopos d, for prevention of 


Frauds in Conveyances. 


OR the Prevention of many evil Practi- 
ces, which of late have been frequent, by 
eaſon of Conveyances, Bargains, and Con- 
*Mracts, and for the Maintenance of juſt and 
pright Dealings between Man and Man ; Be it 
nacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
y and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
ords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
nd by the Authority of the ſame, That from 
ind after the 24th Day of June, 1724, All 
HParol Leaſes and uncertain Intereſts, of and in 
ny Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, or Heredi- 
iughaments, not made and put in Writing, and 9 
gn d by the Parties making the ſame, or their 1 
Agents, lawfully authoriz'd, ſhall have only 
he Force of Leaſes at Will, and no greater Ef- 
ect, by any Conſtruction of Law whatſoever. 
And alſo it is Enacted, that no Grants, Con- 
TI Eſtates = — oy — or out of 
iny Manors, Meſtuages, Lands, Tenements or , EY 
ereditaments; nor Grant or Aſſignment of e 2 9 
iny Truſt, or Confidence; nor Agreement i t 49M 
ade in Conſideration of Marriage; nor Con /g er i 
rat for Sale of Lands, Tenements, or Heredi-,»/v7 #44 - i 
taments; or any Agreement that is not to be ae, 
erformd in a Year, ſhall after the ſaid 24th 
Day of Fune, le good in Law, unleſs the ſame 


— 


At 
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be by Deed in Writing, ſigned by the Parti 
to the ſame, having Authority ſo to do, and t 
be charged therewith, or their Agents, lawfulh 
authorized by Writing. And no Contract fy 
the Sale of any Goods, Wares, or Merchandizg 
which ſhall be of the Value of Ten Pounds « 
upwards, ſhall be adjudged good, except ſony 
Note in Writing be made of the ſame, and b 
| ſigned by the Parties, or their Agents, or th 
Buyer accepts Part of the Goods fold, or give 
ſomething in Part of Payment, or in Earned 
for the Binding of the Bargain, 

And further it is Enacted, That all Deviſe 
of Lands or Tenements deviſable, ſhall, aft: 
the ſaid 24th Day of June, be in Writing, ſig 
ed, by the Deviſor, or ſome other Perſon by h 


Directions, in his Preſence, and be atteſted h ad; 
at leaſt three credible Witneſſes, who are he 
ſubſcribe their Names in the Preſence of Mher 


Teſtator ; or elſe they ſhall be void and of non 
Effect. And no Deviſe in Writing, of Land 
Tenements, or Hereditaments, or concernin 
Goods or Chattels, ſhall be revoked, altered « 
changed, otherwiſe than by ſome other Wi 
or Codicil in Writing, alſo ſigned by the Den, . 
for, in the Preſence of three or four Witneſſes 
or by burning, cancelling, or obliterating th 
{ame by the Teſtator himſelf, or in his Preſencſ 
by his expreſs Directions. neon 
And be it Enacted, That no Nuncupatin 
Will ſhall be good, where the Eſtate bequeathM.. +, 
| ſhall exceed the Value of Thirty Pounds, that i 
not provd by the Oaths of three Witnelle 
preſent at the making thereof, bid by the Teſt: 
tor to bear Witneſs that ſuch was his Will 
; An 
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and unleſs ſuch Nuncupative Will were made 
n the laſt Sickneſs of the Deceaſed, and in the 


ouſe of his or their Habitation, except where 
uch Perſon ſhall be ſurpriz'd with Sickneſs from 


ome, and die before his Return. And the Te- 
imony of ſuch Will, is to be committed to 
riting within ſix Days after the making of 


he ſaid Will, otherwiſe ſuch Teſtimony ſhall 


ot be received. Any former Law or Uſage to 


\ 


"She contrary notwithſtanding. 


And it is further Enacted by the Authority 


foreſaid; that all and every Gift, Grant, Alie- 
ation, Bargain, and Conveyance in Writing, 
If Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods 


nd Chattels, or of any Leaſe, Rent, or other 


Profit out of the ſame ; And all Bonds, Suits, 


udgments and Executions, at any Time after 
he ſaid 24th Day of June, to be had and made 


Whereupon, for any Intent and Purpoſe, to de- 
Wraud Creditors and others of their juſt Debts, 


WBargain, Conveyance, Bonds, Suits, Jon 
and Executions, being privy to an | 


all be utterly void, as againſt ſuch Perſon or 


erſons, and his or their Heirs, Executors, Ad- 
{Wniniſtrators and Aſſizns, who ſhall be in any 
Wiſe diſturbed, hindred or defrauded thereby; 


n any Action, Suit, Debts, Accompts, or Da- 


mages whatſoever. And all and every the Par- 


ies to ſuch fraudulent Gift, Grant, Alienation, 


knowing 
hereof, who ſhall maintain or defend the ſame, 


true, and done upon good Conſideration ; or 


who ſhall alien or aſſign any the Lands WTene- 
ments, Goods, Leaſes, or other Things to him 


nor them conveyed; ſhall forfeit one Year's Va- 
Ilie of the ſaid Lands. Tenements and Heredita- 


+ ments, 


= ' — TO NE CEE TT__ We 
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or Information. 
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ments, and the whole Value of the ſaid Goods full) 
and Chattels; and alſo ſo much Money as ſhallKncu 
be mentioned in ſuch Covenous Bonds; one Walt 
Moiety to the King, his Heirs and Succeſlors 

and the other Moiety to the Party or Parties hi 
grieved, to be recovered in any of the King 
Courts of Record, hy Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint 


And further, for the avoiding of fraudulent 
Conveyances, it is Ordained, that all and every 
| Conveyance, Grant, Charge, Leaſe, Eſtate, and 
Limitation of Uſe or Uſes, of, in or out of am 
Lands, Tenements, or other Hereditament 
that ſhall be had or made after the ſaid 24tif 
Day of Fune, for the Intent and Purpoſe to def 
fraud and deceive any Perſon or Perſons as have 

urchaſed, or ſhall afterwards purchaſe in Fe 
2 Life or Years, the ſame Lands, Tene ment 
and Hereditaments, or any Part thereof, or an 
Rent or Profit out of the ſame; ſhall only, aſe 
againſt the Perſon and Perſons, his and thei Con 
Heirs, Succeſſors, Executors, Adminiſtrators ano 
Aſſigns, and all Perſons lawfully claiming un | 
der them, which have or ſhall purchaſe th Lan 
ſaid Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, for 
—_— or other good Conſideration, be utter] 
void. ORs 
And be it Enacted, That all and every th: 
Parties to ſuch fraudulent Conveyances, or othen 
being Privy to or knowing of the ſame, which 
ſhall put in Uſe, avow, maintain, or juſtily 
the ſaid Conveyances, as done and had, hou 
de, to the Diſturbance. of the Purchaſer, Leſſee 
or Grantee, or their Heirs, Executors, Admini 
ſtrators or Aſſigns, or ſuch others as ſhall Far 
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fully claim under them, or any of them, ſhall 
incur the Penalty and Forfeiture of one Year's 
ſalue of the Lands, Tenements, and Heredita- 
ments ſo purchaſed, the one Moiety to the King, 
is Heirs and Succeſſors, and the other Moiety 
to the Party or Parties grieved, to be recovered 


ſuffer Impriſonment for half a Year, 
And be it further Enacted, That if any Per- 
ſon or Perſons ſhall, after the ſaid 24th Day of 
une, make any Conveyance, Gift, Grant or 
\ſſurance of any Lands, Tenements or Here- 
Jitaments, with any Clauſe or Condition of Re- 
Wvocation, Determination, or. Alteration of the 
ame; and after ſuch Conveyance, Gift, Grant 
Wor Aſſurance had or made, ſhall bargam, ſell, 
demiſe, grant or convey the ſame Lands, Te- 
nements or Hereditaments, or any Part thereof, 
o any Perſon or Perſons, for Money or other 
good Conſideration paid or given, (the ſaid firſt 
nei Conveyance not being revoked according to the 
anMPower therein reſerved) then the ſaid former 
un Con veyance and Aſſurance, as touching the 
Lands afterwards conveyed, againſt the Bargat- 
ees, Vendees, Leſſees, and Grantees, their 
Heirs, Succeſſors, Executors and Aſſigns, and all 
Perſons claiming under them, ſhall be void and 
of none Effect. | ; a7 
Provided always, that nothing in this Act 
contained, ſhall extend to defeat or make void 
any Conveyance, Grant or Eſtate, of or in any 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, made or 
to be made to any Perſon or Perſons upon good 
Conſideration ; or any Mortgage made, Bona 
Hide, and without * which ſhall ſtand 1 
FE gn” 3 8 the 


as above; and alſo being thereof convicted, ſhall 
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the like Force and Effect as the ky * have 
done, if this Statute had never been made. Any 
1 hing! in this Act contain a to the contrary not. 
withſtanding. _ 

This Statute to gantinue in Force from the 
aforeſaid 24th Day of June, for the Term of 
Fourteen Years, and from thence to the- End of 
the next Seſſion of Parliament. 


Hare follows a Conveyance at Length, drawn 


according to the Modern Praftice, Worn. I have 
alſo Reduced... 


* gb v 


A Bodern Conveyance of Lands, 


Tvis Indenture, made the firſt Day d 
September, in the Lear of our Lord, One 
thouſand ſeven. hundred twenty and four, and 
in the Eleventh Year of the Reign of our Sove I di 
reign Lord George, by the Grace of God of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland. King, Defender d 
the Faith, &c. Between 4. B. of the Pariſh 
of, Cc. in the County of, &c. Gentleman, d 
the one Part, and C. D. of the Pariſh of, &c. in 
the County of, &c. Gentleman, of the other 
Part, Witneſleth, That the ſaid A. B. for and 
in Conſideration of the Sum of One Thouſand 
Pounds, of lawful Money of Great Britain, to 
him in Hand paid by the ſaid C. D. the Receipt 
 Whereof the ſaid 4: . doth hereby confeſs and 
acknowledge; and for divers other good Cauſes 
and Conſdemtions him thereunto moving, He 


lt 


0 
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aveſithe ſaid A. B. Math granted,” bargained; and 
\nyBſold, aliened, releated and confirmed, and by 
theſe Preſents doth fully, freely and abſolutely 
grant, bargain and ſell, alien, releaſe and con- 
firm unto the ſaid C. D. (in his actual Poſſeſſion 
now being, of the Meſſuage, Tenement and Pre- 
miſſes herein aſter mentioned, by virtue of a 
Bargain and Sale to him thereof made for one 
whole Lear, by Indenture bearing Date the Day 
next before the Day of the Date of theſe Pre- 
ſents; and by Force of the Statute for trans- 
ferring of Uſes into Poſſeſſion) and to his Heirs 
land Aſſigns for ever, All that Meſſuage or Te- 
— Pnement, ſituate, lying and being in the Pariſh 
of, Sc. in the County of, &c. now or late in 
the Tenure or Poſſeſſion of, Ic. And all Houſes, 
Outhouſes, Edifices, Buildings, Orchards, Gar- 
dens, Lands, Meadows, Paſtures, Feedings, Com- 
mons, Woods, Underwoods, Ways, Paths, Wa- 
ters, Watercourſes, Eaſements, Profits, Com- 
modities, Advantages, Emoluments, and Here- 
ditaments whatſoever, unto the ſaid Meſſuage 
or Tenement belonging, or in any wile apper- 
taining, or which now, or at any Time hereto- 
fore have been accepted, reputed, taken, known, 
uſed, occupied, or enjoyed, to or with the lame, 
or as Part, Parcel, or Member thereof; And 
alſo the Reverſion and Reverſions, Remainder 
and Remainders, Rents and Services of the ſaid 
Premiſſes abovementioned, and of every Part 
and Parcel thereof, with the Appurtenancesz 
And alſo all the Eftate, Right, Title, Intereſt, 
Claim and Demand whatſoever, as well in Equi- 
ty as in Law, of him the ſaid A. B. of, in and 
to all and ſingular the ſaid Premiſſes abovemen- 

Eee, D 4 p nn. 


Part and Parcel thereof, with the Appurtenan- 


doth covenant and grant, to and with the ſaid 


that he the ſaid A. B. now is lawfully and 
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tioned, and of, in and to every Part and Parcel 


thereof, with the Appurtenances; And alſo alli 


Deeds, Evidences and Writings, touching or con- 
cerning the ſaid Premiſſes abovementioned only, 
or only any Part thereof, together with true 


Copies of all Deeds, Evidences and Writings 


which do concern the ſaid Premiſſes abovemen. 
tioned, jointly. with any other Lands, Tene. 
ments or Hereditaments, now in the Cuſtody or 
Poſſeſſion of him the ſaid A. B. or which he can 


or may get or come by, without Suit in Law, 
the ſame Copies to be made and written at the 


Requeſt, Coſts and Charges of the ſaid C. D. his 
Hears and Aſſigns, To have and to hold the 


ant 


ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, Lands, Heredita Nai 


ments, and Premiſſes abovementioned, and every 


des, unto the ſaid C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
To the only proper Uſe and Behoof of the fad 


C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns for ever. And the 


ſaid A. B. for himſelf, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns, that he the faid 


A B. now is true, lawful and right Owner of ſpa! 
the ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, and Premiſſes 


abovementioned, and of every Part and Parcel 


thereof, with the Appurtenances. And alſo, 


rightfully ſeiſed in his own Right, of a good, 
ſore, perfect, abſolute, and indefeazible Eſtate 
of Inheritance in Fee-Simple, of and in all 
and ſingular the ſaid Premiſſes abovementio- 
ned, with the Appurtenances, without any Man- 
ner of Condition, Limitation of Uſe and U. 
fes, or other Matter, Cauſe or Thing, to alter, 


— change, 


— 


rcelThange, charge, or determine the ſame. And 


allaiſo, that he the ſaid A. B. now hath good 
on: Might, full Power, and lawful Authority, in his 
aly, bun Right, to grant, bargain, ſell and convey, 


he ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement and Premiſſes 
bovementioned, with the Appurtenances, unto 
he ſaid C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns, to the only 
roper Uſe and Behoof of the ſaid C. D. his 
eirs and Aſſigns, for ever, according to the 
rue Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents. 
aw, And alſo, that he the ſaid C. D. his Heirs and 
the Alligns, hall and may at all Times for ever 
ercafter, peaceably and quietly have, hold. 
xccupy. poſſeſs and enjoy, All and ſingular the 
aid Meiſuage or Tenement, Lands and Pre- 
iſſes abovementioned, with the Appurtenan- 
an- Nes, without the Let, Trouble, Hindrance, Mo- 
ns Neſtation, Interruption and Denial of him the 
aid Maid 4. B. his Heirs or Aſſigns, and of all and 
the every other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever. And 
ns, Mhat freed and diſcharged, or otherwiſe well and 
aid Mufficiently ſaved and kept harmleſs, and ind-m- 
aid Nnified, of and from all former and other Bar- 


of gains, Sales, Gifts, Grants, Leaſes, Mortgages, 
Tes Mointures, Nowers, Uſes, Wills, Entails, Fines, 
cel Moſt-Fines, Iſſues, Amerciaments, Seiſures, Bonds, 
(0, MAnnuities, Writings Obligatory, Statutes Mer- 
nd chant, and of the Staple, Recognizances, Ex- 


xd, ſtents, Judgments, Executions, Rents and Arrear- 
te Mages of Rents, and of and from all other Char- 
all Nges. Eſtates, Rights, Titles, Troubles and In- 
10- Ncumbrances whatſoever, had, made, committed, 
n- done, or ſuffered, or to be had, made, commit- 
U. ted, done or ſuffer d. by the ſaid A. B. or any 
er, other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, claiming, 
e, ſor to claim, by, from or under him. And fur- 
0 1; ther, 


: | 


ther, That he the ſaid 4. B. and his Hei 
and all and every other Perſon and Perſons, an 
his and their Heirs, any Thing having or clain ee 
ing in the ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, and Pr 
miſſes abovementioned, or any Part thereof, b 
from, or under him, ſhall and will at all Tin 
hereafter, upon the reaſonable Requeſt, and a! 
the Colts and Charges of him the ſaid C. D. hi 
Heirs or Aſſigus, make, do, and execute, of 
cauſe or procure to be made, done, and exec 
tea, all and every ſuch further and other lay 
ful and reaſonable Act and Acts, Thing an 
Things, Deviſe and Deviſes, Conveyance an 
Conveyances in the Law whatſoever, for t. 
further, better, and more perfe& granting 
conveying and aſſuring of all and ſingular th 
ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, and Premiſles aboy: 
mentioned, with the Appurtenances, unto th 
ſaid C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns, to the on 
proper Uſe and Behoof of the ſaid C. D. h 
Heirs and Aſhgns for ever, as by the ſaid C.] 
his Heirs or Aſſigns, or his or their Counc 
- Jearned in the Law ſhall be reaſonably deviſe 
and adviſed and required. And laſtly, It 1 
covenanted, granted, concluded, and agreed up 
on, by and between the ſaid Parties to thel 
Preſents, and the true Meaning hereof alſo uM 
and it is hereby ſo declared, That all and ever 
Fine and Fines, Recovery and Recoveries, Af 
ſurance and Aſſurances, Conveyance and Con 
veyances, in the Law whatſoever, already had, 
made, levied, ſuffered, executed and acknow 
ledged, or at any Time hereafter to be had bar 
made, levied, ſuffered, executed and acknow . unt 
ledged, of the ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, an Me 
935 Premiſſeaſty 
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ance Preſents, or either of them, or by or be- 
reen them, or either of them, and any ether: 
Ferſon or Perſons, either alone by it ſelf, or 


lereditaments, as for and concerning All and 


ingu 
| ah the Appurtenances, ſhall be and enure, 
nd ſhall be adjudged, eſteemed and taken to 


ace and enure, to and for the only proper Uſe 
AC Behoof of the ſaid E D. his Heirs and Aſs | 
ens for ever, according to the true Intent and 


eaning of theſe Preſents, and to and for none 


Uher U ſe, Intent or Purpoſe whatſoever. 1 


in Uitnecs whereof, the Parties abovenamed 


r tMave to theſe preſent Indentures interchange- 
yorefffibly ſet their Hands and Seals, the Nay and 
) &l | 3200 


W car above written. 


— — — = 
» 0 EE F p 


The Preceding Conveyance Reducd. 


etween 4. B. of, &c. in the County of, &c. 
entleman, of the one Part, and C. D. of, c. 
Wn the County of, c. Gent. of the other Part, 
[ditnefſeth, That the ſaid A. B. in Conſide- 
ation of the Sum ot One Thouſand Pounds, to 
mm paid by the ſaid C. D. Hath granted 


nto the ſaid C. D., and his Heirs. All that 
Meſſuage or Tenement ſituate, &c. in the Coun- 
ty of, Sc. now in the Poſſeſſion of, &c. and all 


Houſes, 


miſſes, by ar between the ſaid Parties te 


zintly with any other Lands, Tenements or 


lar the ſaid Premiſes abovementioned, 


+ 
4 
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+ 
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"| His Indenture, made the 1 Day of 
September, in the Year of our Lord 1724. 


bargained and fold, aliened” and confirmed : 


. 
1 

N 
A 
. 1 


tages whatſoever, to the ſaid Meſſuage or Te 


60 1 An Eſlſay on the 
Houſes, Buildings, Gardens, Orchards, Lands ſhe 1 
Woods, Ways, Waters, Eaſements, and Advan-Wule 


nement, now, or at any Time heretofore be. 


longing or appertaining: And alſo all the EAbe c 


Rate, Right, Title, Intereſt, Claim and De. ht is 


mand whatſoever of him the ſaid 4. B. of, in of L 
and to the ſame: To have and to hold the Dou 


ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, and Premiſſes, with Uni 
the Appurtenances, unto the ſaid C. D. his Heinfſſef : 
and Aſſigns for ever. And the ſaid A. B. and 
his Heirs, the ſaid Meſſuage or Tenement, and 
Premiſſes above-mentioned, with the Appurte N Cert 
nances, to the ſaid C. D. his Heirs and Aſſigns Ivan 
againſt him the ſaid A. B. and his Heirs, and 
all other Perſons, ſhall and will warrant, and wou 
for ever defend by theſe Preſents. In Nit f mor 
neſs whereof the Parties above: named © haveſſbe | 
hereunto put their Hands and Seals. fror 


N. B. This Deed is ſhorter than Bargain ani drec 
— Lo. i 


__ Shot 
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| Regiſtry of Deeds and Conveyantes. Þ;,. 


T 


O what I have already hinted, I ſhall add Kn. 


an Obſervation or two on à General R-. Me 
LIV of Decds and Cn Manges than which, I tio 
no Man Can Had a greater Security: For tho 
our Laws in being are ſtrict in the conſtruing 


fraudulent Deeds, void and of no Force; yet rel: 
| | | 1 the 
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e Difficulty to prove ſome private Deeds frau- 


Nulent, frequently evades and fruſtrates the In- 
tention of the Law. 


Why this great Barrier of Property ſhould | 


xe confined to Torkſhi:e and Middleſex only, (as 
it is at preſent) I do not Underſtand : If it be 
af Uſe in thoſe Counties, of which there is no 
Doubt, there is the ſame Reaſon for making it 

niverſal. And by a Law for a General Regiſter 
F Deeds, Purchaſers would be entirely ſafe in 
ayng out their Money on Lands; and the Va- 

2 of Eflates be conſiderably encreas d by the 
ertainty of Title: Money would be freely ad- 
anced on Mortgages, without any Scruple or 
Suſpicion; by which Means the Dntereft of it 
would be lower'd, and Trade thereby be the 
more effectually carry'd on: The Farmer would 
be ſure of the Honeſt Landlord he had choſen, 
from which Encouragement Hu/bandry would be 
improvd : And, in ſhort, all Men would be ren- 
dred Secure in their Properties. 

And to make a Law of this Kind the more 
uſeful, I would propoſe, That the Lord Chancellor 
ſhould appoint the ſeveral Regiſters of Coun- 
ties, and that they ſhould all of them annu- 


ally tranſmit their Regiſtries to him; ſo that 


the High Court of Chancery might, in Time, 
know who are the Owners of all the Eſtates in 


the Kingdom; which, beſides being a valuable 


Knowledge in other Reſpects, would in a great 
Meaſure prevent a great many expenſive vexa- 


tious Suits, and unjuſt Proſecutions. 


Thus I have gone through what I deſign'd, 
relating to the Amendment and Reduction _ our 
| | aWs:. 
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4 New ACT Propos'd, for Regulatim cl. 


3 1 mall conclude all with Heads of A propos Pra 


Laws: And I hope no Gentleman of the Law F. 
or others, will think ill of me, for that I hayeſ'% 
endeavoured to render their Studies in generale 
more eaſy; for that I have been in ſome Mea. 
ſure an Advocate for Liberty and Property; and 
have pointed out the Means to extirpate Cor 
ruption. FAY A = 


Ad of Parliament , which I ſometime find: U 
drew up, and lately offerd to ſome great Perf” | 
ſons in Powef, for a Thorough Regulation of theo t. 
Pra@ice of the Law. | Rs Oy 


— ” — 


the Prattice of the Law, Pf 


2. AS MUC as divers Grievances, A, tion 
buſes, and Irregularities, have of late crept 4 
into the Practice of the Law, and our High ſha! 
Courts of Juſtice, by the Avarice and Negli-ſ of 
gence of ſome, and the Ignorance and Knaverytor, 
of others, to the great Damage and Hindranc befe 
of his Majeſty's good and faithful Subjects, who ſty 
are frequently put to unneceſſary Charges and II any 
Delays in proſecuting their juſt Suits, where- ¶ ſom 


by the good and wholeſome Laws of the King Pri 


ing, oppreſs the Subject, 


dom, made to do Juſtice between Man and Man, I for: 
are oftentimes . perverted, inſtead of relier · ¶ am 


For 
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For Remedy and Prevention of theſe Incon- 
eniencies, and evil Practices, in Time to come, 
Be it Enacted by the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
eſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembl'd, 
nd by the Authority of the ſame, That from 
and after the 25th Day of March 1725, no Per- 
Jon or Perſons -whatſcever, ſhall on any Pretence © 

Praiſe as an Attorney or Solicitor, in any of 

is Majeſty's COmey of Record at Weſtminſter, or 
follow any other Employment of or belonging 
o the Law, but ſuch only as ſhall have actually 
ſerv'd a Clerkſhip of Five Tears, with ſome Attor- 
ney or Solicitor qualify'd to take them, or ſome 
other Perſon of greater Eminence in the Law, 
ſo that they may be 2 knowing and well 
$kill'd in the Buſineſs they undertake for their 
„Clients, on Pain that all and every Perſon or 
Perſons who ſhall otherwiſe practiſe, ſhall for- 
feit the Sum of 500 I. one Moiety to the King, 
and the other to the Proſecutor, to be recovered 
by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Informa- 

A; tion. _ 4's 5 
rep And be it Enacted, That every Perſon who 
leh ſhall have thus actually ſervd a Clerkſhp 
gl of Five Years with ſome Attorney or Solict- 
er tor, or other Perſon qualify'd to take him, ſhall 
mee before he begins to practiſe in any of his Maje- 
ho ſty's Courts as an Attorney or Solicitor, or follow 
and any other Buſineſs of the Law, be Admitted of 
ere- ſome one of the Inns of Comt, by the Head or 
ing: Principal of any of the ſaid Inns, who ſhall be- 
lan, I fore his Admittance cauſe him to be ſtrictly Ex- 
jev - amined as to his Qualification to practiſe, and 
adminiſter to him an Oath to the followin 57 
ect: 


64 An-Efſay on te 
fect: To do no Falſhood or Deceit in his Pra. 
« &ice, not to delay Cauſes for Lucre, nor in. Ct 
* creale any Fees, or undertake any falſe or ma. 
licious Suits, c.“ And after ſuch Oath admi- 
niſtred, the Head or Principal ſhall give him a 
Certificate, under Hand and Seal, of the Ex. 
amination and Oath, and his Admittance as an. 
Attorney to practiſe in any of the Kings 
i 5 
And for the Eaſe of Country Attorneys and 
Clerks, the Chief Juſtice and other Juſtices of 
the Courts of King's Bench and Common Pleas, 
and the Chief Baron, and other Barons of the 
Exchequer, ſhall and may, by Commiſion under 
the Seals of their reſpective Courts, impower 
Perſons in the ſeveral Counties of England, cho- 
ſen from amongſt the oldeſt and moſt experienced 
Practifers of the Law, to examine Clerks dl 
Attorneys who have ſerved their Clerkſhips, and 
adminiſter them the Oath afore-mention'd, for 
the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty; which Er. 
amination and Oath, being certify'd to the Head 
or Principal of any Inn or Inns, ſuch Clerk ot 
Clerks ſhall be deſirous to be admitted of, the 
Head of the ſaid Inn ſhall admit him or them 
accordingly, and grant a Certificate to enable 
them to practiſe, which ſhall be as effectual as if 
fuch Clerks were examined perſonally by the 
Head or Principal of ſome Inn, as above direct 
ed; and ſuch Country Practiſers ſhall be er: 
empted from the uſual Commons and Atten- 
dance, and all Expences in the Inn whereof they 
ſhall be admitted, except it be a Termly Fee of 
23. 4d. per Term. as an Acknowledgment © 
their being Out-Members of the ſaid Society. | 
e ü An 


Þ Article Clerks ; nor ſhall take 


practiſe as an Attorney 


| Amendmentof the Law, — i 
And it is Enacted, That no Attorney or Soli- 

citor, qualify'd to 'practife, ſhall take or have 
at any one Time above the Number of two | 
CIT 1 


lei 2LKS choſe 


Offices, any Perſons to þ 


Value of 4ol. per Anmam, or are not worth 
1oooE. 1n Money, of which Affidavit ſhall be 
made by the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall place 
them abroad as Clerks ; on Pain of forfeiting the 
Sum of 100 l. one Moiety to the King, the 
other to the Proſecutor. , 1 
And alſo it is Enacted, That no 1 of 
Perſons ſhall preſume to Pra@iſe in the Profeſ- 


Iſion of the Law, not being qualify'd and ad- 


mitted as this Act requires, in the Name of any 

other Perſon that is ſo qualify'd and. admitted, 
upon Pain of ſuch other (being privy thereto and 

allowing thereof) being for ever diſabled to 

| or Solicitor, and the 
Perſon or Perſons that ſhall thus take upon him 

or them to practiſe, not being qualify'd and ad- 

mitted, to forfeit the Sum of 3500 J. 

And it is further Enacted, That all Attor- 
nies and Solicitors ſhall give in to their Clients 
true Bills of Account, of all Charges and Ex- 
pences of Suits under their Hands, before they 
ſhall be enabled to charge their Clients with 
the Payment thereof. And no Attorney or So- 


.Mlicitor ſhall be allow'd any Fee or Fees, laid out 


for Council, or otherwiſe, unleſs he produce a 


Receipt or Receipts therefore, ſign'd by the Coun- 


cl, or others that receive ſuch Fees: And if 
any Attorney or Solicitor, ſhall at any Time 
= - mm delay 
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delay the Suit. of his Client for Gain, or de. 
mand by his Bill, more than his juſt Fees ant 
'Diſburſements, he ſhall for ever after be inc: 
pable to practiſe as an Attorney or Solicitoſ nor 
And forfeit the Sum of 100 l. to be divided beſ att 
teen the King and the Party grie ved. 
Andd it is Enacted and Ordained, That onc 
in every Year, on the firſt Day of Mic baelna 
Term yearly, the Chief Juſtice, and other ju 
ſtices of the Courts of King's Bench and Con 
men Pleas, and the Chief Baron, and other Baflc,n 
Xons of the Exchequer, ſhall hold an annui 
Court for | Redreſs of Grievances in the Practice 
of the Law, at which Court all Clients and 
others ſhall be permitted to exhibit their Com: 
plaints; and a Jury of honeſt Clerks and At iude 
torneys ſhall be impannell'd and ſworn, to en of t 
ire of, and try the Abuſes and Extortions olffic,,; 
the Attornies and Solicitors complain'd of, and 
to put this Act in Force againſt all the Break: 
ers thereof: And if the ſaid Jury of Attornie 
ſhall ſhew any Favour or Partiality in ſuc}. : 
their Inqueſts, they ſhall be liable to an At of t 
_ taint, and forfeit each Juror 100 l. Dar 
And be it Enacted, That no Attorney ore 
Attornies, or other Practiſer or Practiſers fm, 
the Law, ſhall maliciouſly Arreſt, or Cauſe toflam, 
be maliciouſſy Arreſted, any Perſon or Perſons, 
on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of 501. and tre 
ble Damages: And if any Sheriff of a County 
grant any Warrant for arreſting any Per- 3on 
fon, before he ſhall have actually received the 
Wit or ' Writs juftifying ſach Arreſt, he ſhallÞje1, 
| forfeit the like Sum o 50 L and treble Dama- oth 

|. $2 t&-the Party nim kl. al Qui 
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And it is Enacted, That no Bailif, or other 
and officer, who hath the Execution of Proceſs 
hall take more for any Arreſt than 25, 6 l. 
nor above 6 d. per Hour for his Waiting and 
FJ Attendance, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of 
5'l. for: every Offence. And if any Keeper of 
a Priſon, or of any Places for Confinemens 
aof Debtors, commonly call'd Spunging Houſes, 
Iſnall take more than 15s. a Night for Lodging 
Priſoners in his beſt Rooms or Chambers of Ac- 
commodation ; or beyond 1 5s. per Meal for any 
WEMeal of Meat or other Victuals; or ſhall ac- 
Vcept of a greater Price than what 1s aſually 
demanded in other Places for Wine and other 
Liquors, he or they ſo offending, ſhall be ad- 
judged guilty of Extortion, and in eitheror any 
of the ſaid Caſes, forfeit to the Party grieved the 
Sum of 501. to be recover'd as above directed. _ 
And for preventing Vexation and Ruin to the 
ubje&, by Special Bail, it is Ordain'd and EnaQ- 
}, That whenever any Perſon or Perſons ſhall 
be arreſted by Virtue of any Proceſs iſſuing out 
Jof the Courts at Veſtminſter, for any Debt or 
Damage under 201. an Appearance ſhall be ac- 
7 Ofcepted by the Plaintiff's Attorney, to file Com- 
_ a mon Bail. And where the Debt or Damage ſhall 
e toflemount to 20 l. and upwards, and in no other 
ſondCaſe, Special Bail ſhall be required; on inſiſting 
tre upon which, Oath ſhall be made by the Plaintiff, 
ty That the Debt or Damage ſued for, is juſtly and 
Per. Bona Fide, 20 f. clear of all Accounts and Pay- 
theFments, whereupon only the Defendant ſhall 
hall held to Special Bail. And if any Attorney or 
ma Bother Practiſer, ſhall, contrary to this Law, re- 
qure Special Bail where the Debt or Damage 
And!“ „„ mall 


68 An Eflay, on te 
ſhall be under 20 1, and detain the Defendant in 
Cuſtody for want thereof, he -ſhall forfeit to ſuch 
Defendant 5 I. an Hour for falſe Impriſonment, 
and be for ever after incapable to practiſe as an 
_ Attorney. © 

And be it Enacted, That all Debts exceeding 
20 . and which ſhall be under 10 J. ſhall 


be . proſecuted in a Summary Way, by Sm 


mons out of the proper Court for the Defendant to 
appear and anſwer the Plaint, which Summons 
ſhall be ſerv'd upon the Defendant nally, or 
by leaving the ſame at his Houſe or Place c 
Habitation, and the Expence thereof ſhall not 
exceed 25. 6d. and the Service 1s. And if the 
- Defendant, being thus legally ſerved with Procels 
of Summons, do not a and/anſwer the Plain. 
tiff the very next Term, his Default ſhall be 
taken for a Confeſſion of the Debt, and the 
Plaintiff ſhall have Judgment entred againſt 
him, without any other Formality of Proceſs 
had in the Cauſe, and have thereupon ſuch Exe 
cution as is uſual after Judgment. ' And if any 
Attorney or other Perſon, ſhall proſecute in any 
other Manner, for any Debt or Damage exceed 
ing 20 s. and under 10 l. he ſhall forfeit the 
Sum of 1001. (7 = ; 
And it is further Enacted, That all Debts un- 
der 205. ſhall be heard and determin'd by his 
Majeſty's Fuftices of Peace in the ſeveral Coun: 
ties of England, on Complaint made, and Proof 
thereof on Oath, by the Plaintiff or Plaintifts 
the ſaid Debts to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of 
the Defendant's Goods, by . Virtue of a Warrant 
under Hand and Seal of the Juſtice or Juſtices 
who ſhall determine the ſame; and the Expenc: 
| | 9 PE p 
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of which Proſecutions, ſhall be but 1 s. for eve- 
ry Plaint and Warrant for the Defendant to Ap- 
pear, and the like Sum for any Warrant of Diſ- 
ſtreſs, and 6 d. for the Service. And if any Ju- 


ſtice of Peace, or Juſtice's Clerk, ſhall accept of 


a greater Fee, Gratuity or Reward, for making 


out any Warrant or Warrants, the Juſtice offend- 


ing and anſwerable, ſhall be turn'd out of the 


Commiſſion of the Peace, and forfeit the Sum 


of 5ol. And if any Officer ſhall ask or accept 


of a greater Reward for the Service of the ſaid - 


Warrants, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of 51. to the 
Party damaged thereby. 5 
Provided that this Act ſhall not any Ways 


hinder any Perſon or Perſons from proſecuting 


their Suits under 40 5. in the County Courts of the 
ſeveral Counties of England and Wales, or any 


Corporation or other inferior Courts, in the mai 


ner hitherto praiſed and accuſtomd. 
And whereas the Impriſonment of Debtors, un 
able to make Satisfaction, is a great Grievance 
to the Subject, and Loſs to the Publick,” for 
want of the Labour and Employment of ſuch 
Debtors, Be it therefore Ordained, That: for the 


future no Perſon or Perſons in Priſon for any 


Debt or Damage under 50 l. where the Defen- 
dant in Cuſtody ſhall make Oath, he hath not 
Effects and Subſtance to anſwer the ſame, and 
{hall appear to be of honeſt Reputation, ſhall 
be impriſoned for any longer Time than one 
whole Year, ſo as every Year there ſhall be, as 


it were, an Act of Grace for the publick Emolu- 


ment. And if during the ſaid Term of one 


Year, ſuch Priſoners for Debt ſhall truly and 
honeſtly ſwear, That they have no Income to 


ive 
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live upon for their Subſiſtence in Gaol, that She | 
Compaſſion to ſuch Debtors, their Creditors ſhalſſo t 
either conſent to their Enlargement, or be obligaſhey! 
to allow them 5s. per Week towards thefl A 
Maintenance, till the Time aforeſaid ſhall Mau 
run out and expired. . =_ ” 
And for the ſhortning and reducing the exother 
 { bitant Charge of Law-Proceedings, it is Enadſſy ii 
ed, That all the Proceedings in legal Proſeſfete 
cutions in the Common Law Courts, ſhall ld t. 
r and now 
4 in any Cauſe longer than onf t. 
Sheet of Paper, of the common Size,  cloſeato 
writ, in the uſual running Hand: And that allo 
the Proceedings in the High Court of Chance 


and Exchequer, ſhall be only the Bill, AnGuer ſite 
and Replication; and no Bill, Anſwer, or Re 
_ plication, ſhall exceed three Sheets of Paper iii 
Length, or one moderate Skin of Parchment, on 
Pain of the Attorneys and Council who ſhall 
draw and prepare ſuch Declaration, Plea, Bill 
Anſwer, or Replication, being for ever after dil. 
abled to Practiſe and Plead in any of the Courts 
aforeſaid. givi 
And it is Enacted, That all Cauſes in the 
Courts at Veſtminſter ſhall be ſpeedily Tried and 
diſpatchd, and that no Cauſe under Proſecu. 
tion ſhall be delay d. remain or continue unde- 
termined in the ſaid Courts, any longer Time 
than two Terms, in the Courts of Common Law; 
nor than three Terms in the Courts of Equity, 
unleſs it be where Witneiles are not ready, or in 
ſuch like Caſes, upon Proof thereof made by Af. 
ſſdavit of the Parties, on Pain of the juſtices and 
Judges whoſe Buſineſs it is to try and diſpatch 


ew. til... 


the 
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at he {aid Cauſes, their — Sum of 500 1. 
ſhalſſo the Party injur'd by the Delay of his Cauſe 
ligeeyond the Time abovemention c. 
tha} And alſo it is Ordained, That where in any 
11 (Cauſe a Remedy may be in part had in the Com- 
Pon Law Courts, by 14 uſual Methods of Practice 
exortherein, notwithſtanding there be Matter of Equi- 


nad in the ſaid Cauſe, the ſaid Courts ſhall try and | 
roſeſetermine the whole, and not have an Iſſue dire&- \ 


UL to them from the High Court of Chancery, as 
d now 1s practiſed, whereby almoſt all the Cauſes 

one$f the Kingdom, of any Conſequence, are carried 
cloſinto the Chancery, to the Prejudice of the other 
t al Courts, and the great Expence of Suitors. 
cer And to prevent Delay and Vexation to Suitors, 
ter Judgment obtain d in the Courts at Law by 

ReWrits of Error, it is Enacted, That every Plain- 


er infiff in Error ſhall immediately move the Court 
„ on rherein the Cauſe was try d, for the Allowance 
hallſþf the Error aſſign'd, and forthwith bring the 
Bil Money recovered upon the Judgment, into the 
dil Naid Court, and there depoſite the ſame, till 


uch Time as the Error is determined; inſtead of 
zving Security to pay Coſts and Damages, if 
he Judgment be —— z and if the Clerk of / 


ere the ſaid Money ſhall be ſo depoſited in 
ourt, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of 500 l. + 
And it is Ordained and Enacted, That no Of. 
er or Officers appointed by any Court or Courts 
f Law or Equity for Taxing of Bills, ſhall ask, 
ake, or receive of any Perſon or Perſons requir- 
Ing any Bill or Bills to be taxed above 3 d. in the 


r Bills, on Pain of forfeiting 50 1. for every Ot- 


he Errors ſhall make out any Writ of Error, be- 


'ound of the amount of all and every ſuch Bill 


ERS. 
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fence, to the Party grieved, recoverable in any 
of the King's Courts, upon Proof thereof made 
by _ Oath of the Party who ſhall have pay 
n 


and 
ton 


3 Pn 
And it is Enacted, That the ſeveral Offcers e che 


Courts, and others hereafter mentioned, ſhall 
have and take for the Diſpatch of all Law Pro- 
ceedings, the Fees, Perquiſites, and Allowances 
herein after directed by this Act, (that is to ſay) 
The Mafters in Chancery, Six Clerks, Cur. 
ſitors, Regiſter, and other Officers of the Chan- 
cery, ſhall take the Fees and Allowances ſeve 
rally appointed them in the Schedule hereto 
annexed, No I. of the Fees of the Court of 
Chancery, and no more. And the Clerk of the 
Crown, Prothonotaries, Secondary, Cuſtos Bre- 


vium, Filizers, and other Clerks and Officers of 


the King's Bench, ſhall take and accept the 
| Fees and Allowances ſeverally appointed them 
in the Schedule hereto annexed, No II. of the 


Fees of the Court of King Bench, and no more. 


And the Cuſtos Brevium, Prothonotaries, Secon- 
daries, Filizers, and other Clerks and Officers of 


1 the Common Pleas, ſhall take and accept the 


| Fees and Allowances ſeverally appointed them 
in the Schedule hereto annexed, No III. of the 


| Fees of the Court of Common Pleas, and no 


more. And the Remembrancers, Clerk of the 


Pleas, and other Officers and Clerks of the Ex- 


— ſhall take and accept the Fees and Al- 
owances ſeverally appointed them in the Sche 
dule hereto annexed, Ne IV. of the Fees of the 


e! 
A 
fore 
1 

1W 
ake 


ite « 


Court of Exchequer, and no more. And that all NN 


and every Barriſter and Barriſters, Counſellors, |" 


and 
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and Serjeants at Law, and all Attorneys and Soli- 
tors, ſhall accept and take the Fees, Gratuities 
ind Rewards ſeverally appointed them in the 
Schedule hereto annexed, Ne V. of the Fees of 
e Practiſers of the Law, and no more. 
And be it alſo Enacted, That if any of the 
forementioned Officers, and Clerks of Courts, 
r any Barriſter, Counſellor, or Serjeant at 
ur, or any practiſing Attorney or Solicitor, ſhall 
ake and receive any Greater Fee or Fees, Perqui- 
ite or Perquiſites, for the Diſpatch of any Law- 
proceedings or Buſineſs than in the ſaid Schedules 


lerks, ſhall forfeit their Offices, and be for ever 
. Þfter incapable of any Office; and ſuch Count 
lor, Attorney, or Solicitor, ſhall be diſabled 
> Plead or Practiſe as ſuch, and likewiſe incur a 
orfeiture of 1061. to be recovered as above. 
And be it Enacted, That no Officer or Offi- 
ers, Clerk or Clerks of any of the King's Courts 
t Weſtminſter, or any Clerks or Deputies under 
em, ſhall on any Pretence take or accept of 


. Proceedings, called Expedition Money, but 
all diligently Diſpatch every Thing before 
em, in the Courſe and Order as Bufineſs comes 


no | 
the , as faſt as may be, for the common and ordi- 
Ex- e And if any ſuch Officer or Clerk 
Al. Mall be negligent in the Diſpatch of the Buſi- 
he ſs in his Hands, to the Delay and Expence of 
the Iuitors, in Expectation of ſuch Expedition Mo- 


ey, then it ſhall be lawful for the Perſon or 
erſons who is or ſhall be grieved and dam i- 
d by the Delay aforeſaid, and his or their At- 
ey or Attorneys to 1 ſuch — 

8 „ 


re mentioned, that then all ſuch Officers and 


ny Money for quickening the Diſpatch of any 
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be forthwith diſmiſs d trom his Office, and pa) 


Worth and Honour {hall be appointed, who ſhal 
receive and pay all Money by Order of the 


charge of their Truſt, Which ſaid Treaſure 


5 
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Den 
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Charge as Treaſurers as aforeſaid. 


Term ſhall begin the next Friday after Irini 
Sunday and Friday Sev'nnight after V Hit-Snnd 


fore ſome Judge, and it he cannot give a goodſſo 
Account upon Oath, to the Judge before whom Ni 
ſuminoned, of the Cauſe of ſuch Delay, he ſnal 


a Fine of 50 J. to the Party injured. 
And it is Ordained and Enacted, That for the 
Receipt and Cuſtody of Money order d into theme 
Court of Chancery, two joint Treaſurers, oft 


be called the Treaſurers of the Chancery, ani 
ſaid Court, and give fix ſufficient Securitie 


each, bound in 50,000 I. each Surety, an 
themſelves in 100,000 I. for the faithful Diſ 


ſhall be always preſent and attendant in Coun 
by themſelves or Deputies, to receive the Orde 
and Directions of the ſaid Court, relating to thi 


And whereas Mic haelmas and Eafler Ter 
are too long and tedious for the uſual Buſine 
of the King's Courts at Weſtminſter, during thoſ 
Terms, and the two iſſuable Terms of Hill 
and Trinity are found too ſhort; for Remech 
thereof, it is Enacted, That at all Times her: 
after, Micbaelmas Term ſhall yearly begin 0 
the 22d Day of October, and end on the 21ſt « 
November. That Hillary Term ſhall yearly be 
gin on the 22d Day of Famary, and end ti 
19th of February. That after Term ſhall beg 
the /edneſday Sev'nnight after Eaſter, and end ti 
Monday before Whitſunday. And that Trim! 


and end the Wedneſday three Weeks following 
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goal that by this new Regulation, the Terms of 
vhomWichaelmas and Eafter will be made one Week 


orter, and Hillary and Trinity one Week longer, 
Sor the Diſpatch of the Lau) Proceedings and 
zuſineſs belonging to the reſpective Courts. 

And for the Prevention and further Puniſh- 
Sment of Perjury on Trials, it is Ordained and En- 
S&ed, That it any Perſon ſhall make or take a 

alſe Oath or Oaths, in any Court, of Record, 
oncerning the Life of any other Perſon, or con- 
Icerning his Lands of Inheritance, he ſhall be ad · 
itie hudged guilty of Felony, and ſuffer accordingly z 
And if any Perſon ſhall make or take a falle Oath 
Ain any Court of Record, concerning the Goods 
or Chattels of another, he ſhall torfeit 50 l. ſuffer 


ſha] 


and have both his Ears cut off, and be for ever 
J after diſabled to be a Witneſs: And if any Per- 
ſon ſhall ſuborn an Evidence to give falſe Teſti- 
mony in any Court of Record, concerning either 
Life, Lands, or Goods, he ſhall in all Caſes ſuffer 
tho as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. £7 
Hill] And foraſmuch as the Regiſtry of Deeds in the 
med County of Middleſex, and the Eaft and Feſt Rid. 
here ings of Tork/hire, hath been experienced to be very 
in off beneficial and advantageous to the Subject, to 
1 < make the ſame univerſally extenſive, Be it En- 
ly by acted, That from and after the 25th Day of 
d thi} March 1725. All Deeds, Conveyances, and Mort- 
begiffl gages of Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, 
id thi and all Wills after the Deceaſe of the Teſtators, 
Trim made and executed in all and every County and 
Trin Counties of England and Wales, ſhall be duly Re- 
nd giſtred in publick Offices erected in the ſeveral. 
wing Counties for that Purpoſe, the Regiſters of which 

— ; | ſhall 


fone Year's Impriſonment, be ſet on the Pillory, | 
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ſhall be choſen by Freeholders having 100 I. pe 
 Amnnum in the County where elected, and ht 


ſworn by the Juſtices in Quarter: Seſſions, whoſ, 
Books of Regiſtry ſhall be likewiſe ſigned | 

two or more Juſtices; And no Deed, Conveyance 
Will, Mortgage, or other Incumbrance, affect 
ing any Lands or Tenements, ſhall be good or 
valid in Law, againſt any Purchaſer of the 
ſame for valuable Conſideration, or bind the 
ſaid Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, b 

from the Time a Memorial thereof ſhall be en- 
tred at the Regiſter's Office, of the County 
wherein the Lands and Hereditaments ſhall lie 
and be ſituated. | 
This Statute to be made perpetual, and here to 
follow the ſeveral Schedules of Fees before referr d 
to. All which is humbly ſubmitted to our great 
| Legiſlators. 


